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FOREWORD 
 
You might have seen the homeless man on the street corner with a 
cardboard sign or pushing a grocery cart full of their life belongings 
or asleep on a park bench but didn’t know what to do or how to 
help. Have you ever been asked to serve at a homeless shelter but 
you were reluctant to do so out of concerns of becoming too 
involved?  Have you ever wanted to open a homeless shelter but 
didn’t have any idea where to start?  Or have you just passed up those 
opportunities simply because you didn’t know what to do or how to 
understand the issue of homelessness. 
 
Pastor Jean Kim outlines simple yet creative, inclusive and 
comprehensive 106 ways an individual, church/faith community can 
be involved to combat homelessness in why, how and what to do in 
Volume 3 of her book series, People in Purple.  Her 106 service ideas 
were born out of the needs of homeless people whom she has been 
serving in and through fifteen different homeless mission programs 
over 4 decades, some of which she herself founded. She has been 
tirelessly serving homeless people, constantly listening, observing and 
learning about their needs and the list has grown to 106 homeless 
service ideas.  These are presented on why should we offer each of 
them (Needs) and why and what we can offer (Mission).  
 
Pastor Kim’s 106 homeless service ideas begin with simple 
tasks/projects such as volunteering, feeding, bicycle program, 
worship, holiday gift of motel rooms down to more complicated 
permanent solutions. These are small and large and doable.  Pastor 
Kim says, “the first and foremost important mission would be 
offering the homeless jobs, job/skill training, education, housing and 
health care that they may become self-sufficient and end their 
homelessness.” However, the most crucial one of 106 ideas is public 
policy advocacy asserting that we won’t be able to end homelessness 
unless there is major public policy change at all levels of government. 
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As an advocate working at the national level on combating the 
homelessness, I concur with her wholeheartedly. 
 
She suggests that individuals, churches/faith communities and 
homeless service agencies work together as a team. Throughout the 
entire presentation of 106 ideas she challenges churches/faith 
communities to open their facilities to welcome the homeless. She 
suggests those who develop homeless services to first learn what the 
needs of the homeless are rather than just assuming what they want.   
 
She used to make audiences laugh by suggesting that they go to see a 
psychiatrist if any church/faith community or individual will not do 
at least one of the 106 service ideas. 
 
She eases those who are concerned of becoming too involved to 
courageously say “I CAN DO IT” by sharing her own experience in 
founding homeless services with empty hands, nothing but 
commitment and faith in God as her only tools.  
 
While she was on a speaking tour for 6 years on behalf of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) she was able to visit 155 homeless 
programs in 65 cities she preached at. She was amazed to see that most 
were founded by faith communities and many still support them today.  
 
As a long time advocate at the National Coalition for the Homeless I 
will join Pastor Kim to say that historically faith-based organizations 
have played an important role in responding to the urgent needs of the 
homeless population. However, I also join Pastor Kim to urge them to 
move one step beyond from just charity (band aid) toward the goal of 
ending homelessness. This means that faith communities must be 
involved more with developing low income affordable housing 
programs and living wage jobs and actively engage in public policy 
advocacy and lobbying. As Pastor Kim says, no one organization can 
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do this alone; we need faith-based organizations to be part of the local, 
state and national conversation, and working on a solution. When we 
work together, we can end homelessness in this country. 
 
This book also challenges each individual and church/faith 
community’s social responsibility and accountability to the homeless 
population and illustrates practical methods for people of all ages to 
jointly solve this crisis. This book should be in every congregation’s 
hands, outreach committees of faith communities, homeless service 
providers, policy makers and all who wish to end homelessness. This 
book should also be a resource for trainings at churches/faith 
communities and educational institutions.  
After reading this book, no one will ever ask again “What can I do to 
help end homelessness for both the individual and in our society?”   
 
 
Michael Stoops 
Director of Community Organizing 
National Coalition for the Homeless 
2201 P St., NW. Washington, DC   20037-1033 
Ph.  (202) 462-4822 x234 
Email:  mstoops@nationalhomeless.org 
Website:  www.nationalhomeless.org 
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PREFACE 
 

 Have you ever seen the homeless on the street? What went through 
your mind? Have you ever served them in your community? Or have 
you been wanting to help them but didn’t know what to do or how to 
help? Volume Three is all about how to help. 
 
 I like to assume that those who read Volume One had their eyes 
opened to the harsh reality and root causes of homelessness.  I also 
hope that their Christian conscience was awakened to God and Jesus’ 
love for the poor/homeless while they read Volume Two. I hope that 
many are motivated to do something to help the poor/homeless. 
Volume Three is an attempt to answer those who are saying “What can 
I do? I don’t know what to do! I am only one person.” 
 
 While I see many people don’t care about the issue of 
homelessness I also meet people who care about them, want to do 
something but don’t know what to do or where to begin. Many people 
think that to start a homeless mission they have to be professionals, 
and have large financial resources and human resources. For that 
reason many churches are just feeding the homeless because that is 
easily doable. Although food is important a person cannot live by 
bread alone. Homeless people face a multitude of needs.    
 
 Therefore, in this volume three, I present 106 homeless mission 
ideas, a person or a church can be involved with. A brief description 
of 106 mission ideas in the form of “Need” (why necessary) and 
“Mission” (what could be done) is presented. I also share my own 
experience in serving and founding homeless missions from the 
scratch. 106 mission ideas in volume three come from my many 
decades of experience of seeing, doing and meeting the needs of the 
homeless. They cover emergency intervention, prevention, and 
permanent solutions. It has been difficult, however, to group them in 
three categories because many are overlap therefor I decided to present 
them here in alphabetical order. Admitting to some redundancy in the 
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106, I believe that each one makes its own point. I suggest those who 
are interested may pick and choose according to the needs of the 
homeless they encounter and their ability to help out.  
 
 The first and foremost important mission would be offering the 
homeless jobs, job/skill training, education, housing and health care 
that they may become self-sufficient and end their homelessness. 
However, I presented 106 small and large doable projects so that 
everyone can do something.  
 
 The most crucial one of 106 ideas is public policy advocacy. I gave 
a special attention to it in an extended separate chapter describing it in 
detail asserting that we won’t be able to end homelessness unless there 
is major public policy change.  
 
 I used to make my audience laugh by suggesting them to go to see 
a psychiatrist if any church or individual cannot or will not do at least 
one of them. I would like to say that they are not inclusive suggestions 
however by any means.  I applied many of these suggestion in my own 
missions and will add more when we are able to offer the assistance.   
 
 I also share my own experience in 15 different mission programs 
which I have served, founded or co-founded from their inception. My 
experience of serving or starting a homeless mission didn’t take much 
professional knowledge or large amounts money or many people. I 
always started very small and grew according to the needs of people 
and volunteers’ availability.  I hope my experience in starting homeless 
mission small way can be an encouragement to those who are scared 
of putting their hands on this issue. After reading Volume Three I hope 
people no longer ask “What can I do?.” 
 
 In fact, these many ideas were born out of my speaking tour in 
which I was   urging every church open one or a few rooms to welcome 
the homeless and do the homeless mission in small ways.  And I 
needed to provide them with mission ideas so that they can do 
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something constructive with homeless people whom they invited to 
come. I started with one idea, two, ten, twenties and now the ideas 
have grown to 106 possible missions. It is an easily doable project for 
the church if they are willing because it has people, resource and some 
funds. I present these mission ideas as ingredients to bring restoration 
and healing to broken and lost lives of many homeless people. My 
understanding, analysis, interpretation and critique of the homeless 
issue may be basic but it comes out of my experience of many decades 
in listening, talking and serving people who suffer from 
poverty/homelessness. I also quote other scholars’ opinions who have 
enriched me, hoping they will do the same for the readers. 
 
 I suggest to those who are interested in seeing samples of homeless 
missions to read Volume Four which presents 103 of 155 mission 
examples that I visited while I was on a national speaking tour. For me, 
it was an incredible and awesome experience to see many examples 
and angels who serve them tirelessly. 
 Why I am writing about the poor/homeless? I have been 
serving economically and emotionally troubled and substance 
abusing/addicted homeless people in the United States for most of my 
career life (4 decades) as a licensed mental health counselor/case 
manager/social worker and a Presbyterian minister. My body is 
wearing out as I near 80. Instead of burying my experience, knowledge 
and research in serving the poor/homeless with me in my grave, I have 
decided to leave them in writing before my brain function fades away. 
These are my last gifts that I am leaving for this world hoping that they 
will motivate my children, grandchildren as well as the younger 
generations coming after me to care for their poor/homeless 
neighbors around them and learn from my experience in serving them. 
I dare hope that this series of five volumes can serve as a resource for 
individuals, churches, religious communities and teaching institutions 
that are interested in and concerned about the poor/homeless in our 
midst.  
 I also leave the entire benefits from these books, if they generates 
any proceed, for the cost and related cost for the education and 
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job/skill training of my homeless friends that they may get up and walk 
toward self-sufficiency and that they may be free from 
multidimensional homelessness and oppression. 
 
 Why five volumes? For many decades, the past 30 years in 
particular, I have been studying, speaking, writing, researching, and 
compiling resources on homelessness issues. Summarizing many 
decades of work, study and experience in one book is so huge that I 
divide them in 5 stand-alone volumes under different themes in order 
to present the homelessness issue comprehensively.  Even though the 
focus of this proposal is on the first volume I have given a brief 
synopsis of the remaining four volumes in the series to put it in 
context.  
 
 Why the title of these volumes is “People in Purple?” I have 
been called “Woman in Purple.” I earned the title from people who 
have seen me in a purple T-shirt every day since 1997. I chose purple 
when I developed these T-shirts with a message, “End Homelessness 
for all People” as part of the national campaign of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) to end homelessness for all people.  
 Purple is the liturgical color of royalty and traditionally has been 
used during the season of Advent. Purple can also symbolize pain, 
suffering, and mourning and penitence. Therefore, it is the liturgical 
color for the season of Lent: the time when Christians grieve, lament, 
and repent for Jesus’ suffering, reflect upon their lives seriously in 
prayer and fasting, repent their personal and corporate sins, and 
commit to serve the Lord more faithfully. Likewise, in my purple T-
shirt, I grieve, lament and repent for having so many homeless people 
in this affluent country, and commit to love and serve Jesus Christ by 
serving the homeless and to work toward ending homelessness. It also 
represents my own personal pain, suffering and mourning for my past 
hurts and wounds in many tragedies and losses (in Korea as well as in 
the United States). The color purple has become not only my personal 
identity but also my homeless mission color. Because the color purple 
can also symbolizes pain, suffering, and mourning of homeless people 
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who lost everything including their jobs, homes, families, identity, 
health, pride, joy and hopes, they deserve to be called “People in 
Purple.”   
 I hold the pain of my Lord, Jesus, dear homeless friends, and my 
own deep in my heart. My love for Jesus is my love for the homeless 
and my love for the homeless is my love for Jesus. As Jesus participates 
in my suffering and pain, I too participate in his as well as the homeless. 
Therefore, every day is Lent for me in my purple shirt. My life is a 
purple life, and I am called the “Woman in Purple."  I call the Great 
One “Jesus in Purple,” the service I offer “Ministry in Purple,” and my 
homeless friends “People in Purple.” Thus naturally the title of this 
book, this series of five volumes, is “People in Purple” because it is 
their story. But each volume has its own subtitle. 
 Throughout all five volumes I have used the poor/homeless 
simultaneously as a single concept because all homeless are poor. 
Poverty is one of the major causes of homelessness and the poor are 
at a high risk of being homeless although not all the poor people are 
homeless.  
 I am deeply indebted to many local and national coalitions and 
scholars – economist, and theologians – who enriched and supplied 
me resources on the issue of the rich, poor, and the homeless. I owe 
huge thanks to Michael Stoops of the National Coalition for the 
Homeless for writing the foreword for volume 3.  Heartfelt thanks to 
Mary Margaret Pruitt and Cathy Roper in Seattle for proofreading and 
editing my manuscript of volume three. Huge debts to Steve & Marcy 
Hong, Mickie Choi (Hoe), Mia Park in California for offering me a 
room to hide and write. I am grateful to Chan Hie Park, Cecilia Kim, 
Paul Han, Jasmine Valentine, Shin Hwa Park & Duk Nan Cho, Esther 
& Hana Na and Suhn Park in California for providing me with ways 
and means while I was writing away from home. Huge thanks to Nest 
Mission staff and Board for allowing me to go away to hide and write 
these volumes, and their support and encouragement. Last but not the 
least, thanks to my son, daughter-in-law, all my grandchildren, my 
nephew and his family for their support in numerous ways for this 
huge work of writing. This means I didn’t write these volumes alone. 



11 
 

11 
 

It took a whole community of caring people. Without their support, 
encouragement and prayer these volumes could have never been a 
reality. However, above all, it was the special grace of God who 
motivated and sustained me throughout all these years, especially 
recent two years while I was writing these volumes. 
 

Brief introduction of vol. 1, 2, 4, and 5. 
 
 In Volume 1, I identify 45 areas of direct and/or indirect reality and root 
causes of homelessness. Only one of them is considered to be the personal 
and the rest are viewed from sociopolitical, economic and cultural 
perspectives. Also included are my own interview results on homelessness 
that includes opinions from 50 professional service providers/ advocates, 50 
from the general public and 50 homeless persons. I also identify 45 myths 
and present facts that challenge these myths and our incorrect understanding 
of homelessness.  I included a brief comparison of the way the United States 
and Europe deal with poverty issues. And in the end of each volume, I add 
my personal testimonies because many people ask what motivated me as an 
immigrant to serve the poor/homeless. I confess that all of our life troubles, 
tragedies, illness and pains can motivate us to do something good for others 
and society with the help from God. 
 
 Volume 2 is about Biblical (Old and New Testament) studies and/or the 
theological positions on poverty/homelessness. After learning the troubling 
truth about how we have created poverty and homelessness in the U.S., 
readers may now raise a question as to how God sees this reality and if God 
is happy with the way we do homeless mission in the U.S. Thus, Volume 
Two is an attempt to discuss that question: what is the biblical position on 
poverty/homelessness?  
 
 I walked through the whole Bible trying to bring to light many deeply 
hidden insights to poverty/homelessness written in the Bible. The Bible has 
a multitude of indications of poverty/homeless situations. I reviewed God’s 
and Jesus’ position on poverty/ homelessness who challenge, warn, indict, 
and sentence those who exploit and oppress the poor. Then I add St. Paul, 
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James, and John’s position on poverty/homelessness. The final part of 
Volume Two is the critique of contemporary church mission including 
diagnosis and treatment. I hope that readers’ conscience may be awakened to 
the demand of God. Now after reading about the disturbing reality of 
poverty/homelessness in the U.S. and the Biblical position of them, some 
readers might ask “what must I do now? This volume (3) was an attempt to 
answer that question.   
 
 Volume 4: For those who read the first three volumes, some might 
wonder what others are doing and wish to visit some of them but cannot. 
Thus, in volume four I introduce the 103 of 155 homeless mission examples 
that I visited in the United States while I was on my speaking tour (1998-
2004). Visiting so many wonderful programs was quite a learning experience. 
Writing on them is also an awesome and inspiring experience because most 
of these missions have either started at church premises, or somewhere else 
by churches/faith communities or by individual Christians. These churches 
still support many homeless missions in their towns or cities. 
 
 Volume 5 is a compilation of my 23 sermons and keynotes to general 
Christian churches/groups focusing on the theme of the poor/homeless, and 
32 sermons to the homeless church focusing on finding self-esteem, pride, 
hopes and restoration from poverty and homelessness to self-sufficient new 
life. 
 
 And in the end of each volume, I add an appendix to share my personal 
testimonies because many people ask what motivated me to serve the 
poor/homeless as an immigrant.  I confess that all of our life troubles, 
tragedies, illness and pains can motivate us to do something good for others 
and society with the help from God. And I also assert that it is my time to 
share the abundant blessings I have received in this country, my new home. 
 
 I recommend those who are concerned or interested in homeless issues 
to read all five volumes in order to get the full perspective. 
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