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Knowledge is Power
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In partnership with: 3 ¥ 34 2.
The Nest Mission [for the homeless]: 5 4 i3],
Local Community Colleges: %} & X-2 ¢ 3-8,
Local Churches: 21 9 38] %,

Volunteers: 13 %212} §

Donors: 3% *}-§

Our dreams are big... Our hopes are high.
Our goals long term and the path is difficult.
But the only failure is not to try.
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Testimony: | am so happy at the

Edmonds Community College
Julie Boddy
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One Saturday, | met Rev. Jean Kim while she was doing
outreach at the Trinity Church’s breakfast. At first I
brought up my difficulty of renting
apartment. As our conversation
progressed | happened to mention
to her that a couple of years ago |
was attending Edmonds [
Community College taking credits
in criminal justice. But | had to quit
due to my surgeries. | also told her
that | was afraid of the status of my
federal student loan from prior §
years, even that | might go to jail,
being a federal loan. I was having
nightmares about this. She suggested me to
talk to someone at the school instead of
worrying about it. She arranged a meeting
with a finance supervisor at EDCC and gave
me an appointment date. So | kept my
appointment with Pastor Jean. We met at
EDCC Finance office. At my surprise the
meeting was ALL positive. The finance
supervisor fixed things on my paper work,
deferred (forbearance) all my past debts up
until 1 finish the rest of my study. In order to
continue my study, she requested me to pay =
$49.50 that | owe to EDCC and write a letter
of reinstatement attaching my medical
reports. Pastor Jean instantly paid $49.50 to
make my returning to school possible.
Hurray!!! I’'m starting school!!! Not in the
spring, but in 3 weeks, Jan 4, the winter
quarter!!! I have criminal justice credits but I'm
transferring them into para-legal. | walk with a walker but
feel like jumping and running around for joy. In fact, |
started the school for winter quarter in paralegal. I am
enjoying it and doing really well. On the campus, | walk
without the walker. Even with my medical problem my
joy and sense of appreciation are overflowing! It is a
miracle! When | complete my certificate/degree | would
like to help people in dire situations to have a decent life.
Praise the Lord!!!
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Testimony: | am a Tutor
Paul Kim

My name is Paul Kim. I studied Physiology at the
University of Washington, and | am an aspiring dentist.
My grandmother fights for the homeless more than any
other person | know. She recently founded the Jean Kim
Foundation for the Homeless Education, which has
opened doors for men and women to pursue an education
that could not have otherwise.

I show up at the Lynnwood Library every Monday for
two hours to tutor in subjects that
range from algebra to English
grammar to computer proficiency.
Tutoring has been a rewarding
experience for me. The other day, a
student of mine took a GED social
studies practice test online. The
lowest score to pass is 145, and he
received a 147 on this practice exam.
His eyes lit up, knowing that he was
and is capable of learning and
achieving. Another student has been
struggling with understanding why
English grammar works the way it
does, and | have also learned a few
things about grammar along the way.
However, once | fully understand
each topic, it is not long before he
masters each section and aces his tests
in class.

| believe that nothing worth
doing in life is easy. Since this
experience has been worthwhile to me, it follows that it is
also not easy at times. There are numerous instances in
which a student will give up, discouraged and defeated. In
these moments, | become more than a tutor but also a
mentor and friend. | cherish my relationships with these
people and find joy in knowing that I am making a
meaningful impact in their lives.

I am fortunate to have this opportunity — I get to give
back to my community without a penny in return. I am
also privileged in that | get to spend quality time with my
grandma. | have gained wisdom and a clear example of
how to carry out my life. “Living with no tomorrow,” is
her way of saying to live out each day with what’s most
important in mind. I’ve been able to realize what a
meaningful life means to me, and tutoring every Monday
is a part of my story. What matters most to you, and how
are you expressing that today?
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Testimony: Great joy of obtaining
High School Diploma

-Better late than never-
(Brett Heald)

I am a 49 year old white man. | have been homeless
on and off for the past 6 years (since 2010). | went to high
school up to 10" grade. My mother worked. My father had
MS (multiple sclerosis). | had to care for him while | was
attending school, which was almost impossible as he
needed more care. | ended up quitting school.

In my adult life, | did warehouse work and later, day
labor work. My earning was not a livable income. To
make things worse, my legs were filling up with fluids and
painful. These circumstances pushed me into
homelessness.

Once | attempted to attend Edmonds Community
College (2013) to finish my high school diploma but I had
to quit that too due to my medical problems — | developed

cellulitis/infection in both legs, forming scaling on the
surface of legs with terribly swollen ankles.

It is easy to not want to go to school. It is easy to let
things to bring you down but you have to try to be
optimistic and not let things bring you down by picking
yourself up. I also realized that things are not going to get
better. At this juncture of struggle, Jean Kim’s Foundation
challenged us to go back to school. Pastor Jean invited
administrators/ managers from the GED department of
EDCC to the Nest Mission dinner. Along with Jean’s urge,
the EDCC staff explained all about it and encourage us to
enroll. It was then mine to grab the opportunity created by
the Foundation.

I am glad I am in Edmonds Community College now.
BFET is great covering most of my expenses. Anything
not covered by BFET, Jean Kim
Foundation helps. | am deeply grateful for
her services and walking with every step | make.

I am doing really well in school. It gives me a
wonderful feeling that I am doing SOMETHING with my
life enhancing myself, my situation and making my future
hopeful and bright. “Better Late than Never” is my phrase.
When | am done with GED | am going to move on to
advance courses to get some vocational skills to become
self-sufficient once again. An aptitude test | plan to take
will help figure out what vocation | want to pursue and
will do well.
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I admire their strong motivation, effort, perseverance,
and patience to hang in there and make it. After so many
years out of school it hasn’t been easy but in God’s grace,
they are in and continue to be in. I am so proud of them!

Next quarter (Spring 2016), a man will attend
Shoreline Community College to be a machinist; the other
will be in North Seattle CC for Aerospace Manufacturing
Career. Another man in Nursing. One woman submitted
application to Central Washington University for her BA
in Criminal Justice. CWU is housed in Edmonds CC
campus. All 9 students will continue next quarter. All
other 9 students who are in the winter quarter will
continue to spring quarter.

When | hear good news that they are doing well in
school it makes my day worth living. When | hear about
quitting school, my heart is broken. When someone
doesn’t show for an appointment with me it frustrates me
most. When | hear that they need help, I get them tutors.
When they are in trouble, I listen to their stories and try to
solve problems if possible at all. 1 buy them food, school
supplies, beddings and offer them support with all my
heart and soul. I am more than happy to walk with them
through this journey of challenge — education.

They are my joy! Can you imagine how God would
feel about them? They are God’s miracle. I can well
imagine God who is smiling and happy!

They are God’s Miracle!!

Rev. Jean Kim
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I confess that it was totally God’s grace that 10 people
are in school for this quarter (winter 2016). Out of 10, four
people live in low-income housing. Some of them were
formerly homeless persons. The other 6 people sleep in a
tent, truck, RV, or outside. They are between twenties and
fifties in age. Most of them have medical or emotional
issues just as the general population does. Despite their
unbearable life struggles, they are motivated to enhance
themselves by getting more education. I call this “God’s
miracle.” One woman in her forties is studying to obtain
a certificate in paralegal legal. The other woman is in
culinary art to be a chef dreaming one day to own a
restaurant. One man was in HVAC (heating, ventilation,
air conditioning). Alas! He reports that he is not making
it. One man is in ESL. The rest are working on GED. Most
of them are doing really well with good grades although a
few need tutorial help. We have a few volunteer tutors.
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We help one another with homework
SH-H2Y 5HF I

Jean Kim’s outreach booth

At Trinity Church
AN E 549 95 ¥

Wheo- iy eligible for Assistonce fromv
the Foundation?

Currently/formerly homeless or those who are at
risk of homelessness (under the poverty line)

Any agency/missions in the U.S. that are offering
educational or vocational training programs can apply for
assistance.

Jean Kim Foundation will not give scholarships per
se but can support with counseling and with supplies,
tools and resources for those who take classes.
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“U-Turn and Return”

A Lent sermon preached at the Nest Mission Service
Rev. Jean Kim

Scripture text: Mark 8:31; Joel 2: 1-2, 12-13



During the season of Lent,

we do self-reflection and

seek to “turn around” and

realign our lives and

focus  toward  God.

Colors associated with

Lent are primarily purple

and violet, which are the

D 5‘ liturgical colors

WOME LSSHVESS symbolizing the suffering

FORLL PEOPLE .

of Jesus and the suffering

of humanity and the

world.  They are also

colors of royalty symbolizing the coming of Jesus as a
King.

As you all know, | wear purple shirts every day with
a message “End Homelessness” printed on. As I grieve
and lament for Jesus suffering and repent for my sin, I also
grieve and lament for having so many homeless people in
this country and commit to serve my Lord better by
serving my homeless friends. I link the pain and suffering
endured by Jesus with our own pain and brokenness. So,
I chose color purple when | designed the homeless shirts.
I have been wearing it every day ever since 1997, for the
past 19 years.

By the way, [ define “homelessness” from
physical/material, emotional, social and spiritual
perspectives. Therefore, homelessness is not someone
else’s problem but can be our own experience too. I
myself have been all these four places.

People call me “a purple pastor.” So I name our Lord
the “purple Jesus,” you “people in purple,” and the
ministry I serve “the mission in purple.” Every day is Lent
for me because | walk with purple Jesus and you, people
in purple, who are living a painful life from many losses.
Therefore, you and | live in Lent every day.

According to Mark’s text, in the last weeks of
his life on earth, Jesus took his disciples and went on a
journey toward Jerusalem. On his way to Jerusalem, while
he was still in Galilee region, one day, he told his disciples
that he will suffer and be killed in Jerusalem by
religious/political leaders but he will be raised on the third
day. Jesus was saying Messiah must suffer and give his
life.

Jesus’ disciples couldn’t accept his prediction of
death. Peter said that will never happened. Disciples had
seen Jesus’ mighty works of healing many sick people,
feeding 5,000 hungry people and walking on the water.
They just couldn’t imagine this powerful Messiah will be
killed in Jerusalem. Because disciple’s concept of
Messiah was entirely different: In those days, all Jewish
people had hoped a strong muscled Messiah to come and

deliver them from the Roman occupation and oppression.

Here Jesus made several U-Turns: From the popular
road of all of his contemporary religious and political
leaders were walking on, who were all seeking prosperity,
high position, honor, Jesus made a U-Turn by choosing to
give his own life away. From a popular expectation of a
powerful muscled Messiah, he made a U-Turn by
choosing a powerless position to the path of the cross.
From a popular notion of people who considered death as
an end of all, Jesus made a U-turn by announcing
resurrection with everlasting life. From a popular way of
life by walking away from God Jesus made U-Turn by
returning to God despite a huge price he had to pay with
his own life.

According to Joel’s text: the Israelites had
experienced plagues of locusts throughout their history.
The plague was so severe that nothing like it had happened
in the past. The prophet declared that another such a doom
day was coming soon. They were certain that the doom
day was and will be a punishment from God. This is a
text for the difficult times when a community or an
individual has experienced a crisis, and fear of
anticipating another one soon. This is a word addressed
to people who are at the end of their rope but do not know
where to turn. Aren’t you all familiar with such a crisis
when you lost your jobs and homes?

Where could the Israelites turn to? Through
Joel, God tells them that there is only one thing they can
do: God says, “Even now, return to me with all yoleart,

with fasting, weeping, mourning and rending/ tearing

y o ur IGedasurging geople to repent and re-aim the
direction of their life, return to the path they once followed
their God.

Why Return to God? Because God is gracious,
merciful, abundant in steadfast love and forgives their sins
when they repent and return to God.

Both texts urge us this evening to make our own
U-TURN and return to God. Let’s make our own U-Turn:
First of all, let’s remind ourselves that Lent is a time to
remember, grieve, lament and repent for Jesus’ suffering.
Lent is a time to realize the darkness of our life without
God. Lent is atime to self-examine and reflect and prepare
to celebrate the Easter. We must walk with Jesus on His
path to the cross crucifying our sins to receive a new life

in Christ. God call us even now to return to the Lord.

Better late than neveNVe are called to make a U-Turn
from our path toward the dead-end, return to God, grow
deeper and renew our relationship with God.

Those who are attending community colleges have
made their U-Turn. They are heading toward a new life.
Their new road is full of hopes, high self-esteem, bright
future, a better life and healing. For those who are not in



school can also make your own U-Turn from the road you
were walking on, from whatever destructive habits,
whatever unhealthy lifestyle you have been walking on,
from your dead-end streets, you can make your U-Turn.

Let’s all stand and face to the East. Close our eyes
and let us examine ourselves and our life where have we
been heading to. In your mind, can you name the road you
have been walking on? What kind of path? Is it a path with
your God or a dead-end with no God, no hope, and no
future? If you determine to choose a new road with God,
now let’s make a U-turn. Make a U-Turn to the opposite
direction. OK, now, we all made our U-Turns! God is
gracious and merciful, will forgive our past behaviors and
life style, and will lead us on to a new road. If you all
decide to stay on this new road, all God’s people may
respond by shouting a thunderous “Amen.

WE NEED TUTORS who can teach algebra,
English grammar, reading and writing.

The Nest Mission
PO Box 5782
Lynnwood, WA. 98046

Jean Kim’s E-mail has changed:

A% 329 e-mail F25} 24 A5 7
pastorinpurple1935@gmail.com

All contributions to the Jean Kim
Foundation for the Homeless Education is
tax deductible: EIN # 47-4595766 (July 28, 15).
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Please make your check payable to

Jean Kim Foundation and mail it to
PO Box 1835, Lynnwood, WA. 98046.

Those who want to be a tutor call:
Rev. Jean Kim at (425) 563-3006 or write to:
Pastorinpurple1935@gmail.com
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