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Geoghegan, Thomas. Were you born on the wrong continent? New York: The New
Press, 2011.

Geoghegan writes, “I'm no European Socialist. But as a
patriot I would like to ask, which model, ours or theirs,
1s more likely to keep us out of the clutches of foreign
creditors? .. What bothers me is that Europe does
better than us both at capitalism and socialism. -=*-I'm a
union-side labor lawyer. But at the moment I also
worry about the future of my country. The Germans

seem to have the secret for getting out of debt.” !

Elderly Poor: Just count the elderly poor: in the U.S.,

24.7 percent of old people are in poverty; In Sweden,
it’'s 7.7 percent; and in Germany, 10.1 percent (mainly
in East Germany). 2

[According to Wikipedia Free Encyclopedia, in 2013,
median household income in the U.S. was $51,939].2
According to Geoghegan, elderly below 50 percent of
median Income [in U.S. $51,939 in 2013 ]in the following
countries are:

U.S. 24.7 percent ($12,829 in U.S.)
Germany. 10.1

Denmark. 6.6

France. 9.8

Netherlands. 2.4

(U= Pension ©] $13L Social Security 3F ®rom o] 18] %3}l d $12,829 714z
A 7} gioh

1 Thomas Geoghegan. Were you born on the wrong continent? (New York: The New Press, 2011),
preface x-xi.
2 Thomas Geoghegan. Were you born on the wrong continent? (New York: The New Press, 2011), 7.

3 Wikipedia Free Encyclopedia.



Children’s Poverty: Ours is 21.9 percent, and in
Germany, its 9.0 (again, mainly in East Germany). *

No college debt. In some of the German federal states,
there’s no tuition at all. Even in the German states that
do charge is a few hundred euros a year — about the
cost of a day of class at some private American
schools. ®

Child birth/care: French women get up to twenty-six
weeks of paid maternity and (some) paternity leave.
Free child care. A system of backup government-paid

nannies.°

Government-provided benefits as of 2009: 7
Sweden France Germany U.S.

Paid maternity leave Yes Yes Yes No
Paid paternity leave Yes Yes Yes No
Expanded holidays Yes Yes Yes No
Shorter work weeks Yes Yes Yes No
Nursing—home benefits Yes Yes Yes No

Taxes: Europeans pay more in taxes, but they ae
getting a lot more back. Up to a certain point, it’s
rational to pay taxes if people are spending it on
themselves. Over here (U.S.) only some of our taxes
come back to us. A lot of them go to the private market
—not just evil private insurance companies and drug
companies, but also all the multimillionaire doc—in—a-

4 Thomas Geoghegan. Were you born on the wrong continent? (New York: The New Press, 2011), 7.
5 Thomas Geoghegan. Were you born on the wrong continent? (New York: The New Press, 2011),
17.

6 Thomas Geoghegan. Were you born on the wrong continent? (New York: The New Press, 2011),
30.

7 Thomas Geoghegan. Were you born on the wrong continent? (New York: The New Press, 2011),
38.



box doctors and hospital executives who profiteer off
the distribution of what should be public goods.
Europeans know how to spend the money effectively.®

Health Care system: Germany takes up only 11 percent
of the GDP. In America, by contrast, health care takes
up over 17 percent — and we still have to deny
coverage not just to uninsured but often to our middle-
class insured. ?

Conclusion: The bottom two—thirds of America, would be
better off there [in Europel. I mean the people who
have not had a raise, an hourly raise, in maybe forty
years, and who do not even have a 401(k), nothing but
Social Security, and either have no health insurance or
pay deductibles of $2,000 or more. Sure, they’d be
better off in Europe. When unemployed, they’'d certainly
be better off in Europe. Over there, even single men
can get on welfare. And in much of Europe, contrary to
what we hear, unemployment is much lower than over
here [US].10 - T am a lawyer. I've known ever since
law school I was born on the right continent [Americal.
1 For people I represent, i.e., hourly workers, I know
where they're better off. People in the bottom half of

8 Thomas Geoghegan. Were you born on the wrong continent? (New York: The New Press, 2011),
39.
% Thomas Geoghegan. Were you born on the wrong continent? (New York: The New Press, 2011),
I1’:’9'.I'homas Geoghegan. Were you born on the wrong continent? (New York: The New Press, 2011),
}11+ﬁ§has Geoghegan. Were you born on the wrong continent? (New York: The New Press, 2011),
48.



the U.S. (by income) would be better off in a European—
type social democracy. I speak here as their labor
lawyer— and yes, I do think I know what’s best for my
clients. So let us suppose it is true that half of America,
the bottom half, would be better off in Europe. 2

There are other ways that, in a social democracy, [the
poor] is better off:

1. Jobs (p. 71-81):

Retirement (82-84

Tuition (85)

Child Care (86)

Parent Care (87)

or W

Geoghegan saw three things in Germany:

First, countries like Germany do not let private vendors
profiteer of the distribution of public goods. Health
care, for example — 90 percent of it is not—for—profit.
By contrast, in the U.S. even our “not-for—profits” are
in effect for profit. In Chicago, the CEO of our
charitable hospitals can make up to $3million or more a
year just in salary, never mind bonuses. In Germany,
the same CEO might make about a tenth of that. And
the Germans hold down the salaries of doctors too.

No doctors with private jets, no private insurers
profiteering off health care, no drug companies pillaging
the public. Unlike our economic model, a European
social democracy is much better at holding down the
costs of health care and other public goods.

2 Thomas Geoghegan. Were you born on the wrong continent? (New York: The New Press, 2011),
53

13 Thomas Geoghegan. Were you born on the wrong continent? (New York: The New Press, 2011),
307.



Second, in countries like Germany, human capital has
some control over financial capital: If they move
something to Bangladesh or Chattanooga, the condition
is to put more money into a production line in Mainz. 4

Finally, in countries like Germany, all three of the major
political parties — the CDU and SPD, even the Greens —
look out for labor and have a “mercantilist” commitment
to the rule that exports must exceed imports. In the
U.S., instead of three parties with that point of view, we
don’t even have one. And that’s one reason why labor
here is in collapse and we're the biggest debtor country
in the world. The “German model,” this particular form
of European social democracy, knocks down so many of
the glib things we tell ourselves about globalization. '°
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1 Thomas Geoghegan. Were you born on the wrong continent? (New York: The New Press, 2011),
308.
15 Thomas Geoghegan. Were you born on the wrong continent? (New York: The New Press, 2011),
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European Model Can Help You Get a Life, by Thomas

Were You Born on the Wrong Continent?: How the
Geoghegan
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