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SALVATION
Salvation is not simply a private relationship between God and the individual. It is both vertically and
horizontally interpersonal.





Jim Wallis states, Salvation must not be seen as merely an individual event in which the individual
has a part. The kingdom of God has come to transform the world and us with it by the power of God in
Jesus Christ. The cross of Christ is not just the symbol of our atonement but the very pattern and
definition of our lives, the very means of the new order that has invaded the world in Christ (MaynardReid 99).
















With Christ at the center of all, salvation is not an abstract idea but it is an end to all death and
injustice. It includes all transforming acts. Any action taken to effect a reversal of evil-spiritual, social,
economic, political, physical, and psychological – was salvific (Maynard-Reid 100).
The social dimension of salvation is presented early in the Gospel. The entire Magnifcat of Mary
(Luke 1:46-55) is rooted in the salvation motif.
Zacchaeus announcement of economic reparation elicited these words from Jesus: “Today salvation
has come to this house” (Luke 19:9). In this context, David Bosh points out that salvation in Luke
involves a reversal of the evil consequences of sin both horizontally and vertically. Both God and
neighbor are involved. “Zacchaeus is not only inwardly liberated from all the ties of his possessions, but
actually does reparation.”
Bosch further emphasizes that “liberation from is also liberation to, else it is not an expression of
salvation” (Maynard-Reid 103).
Maynard-Reid quotes Bosch to say that Luke used the term sozein, “to save” to describe what
Jesus did in face of sickness, demon possession, and exploitation. It was not an exclusively “religious”
term, as often used in contemporary religious circles. In Luke, it is also used for healing. There is “no
tension between saving from sin and saving from physical ailment, between spiritual and social
(Maynard-Reid 104)
The healing narratives show that there is a strong connection between all aspects of God’s redemptive
purpose and the healing activities. It becomes clearer why Jesus includes “recovery of sight to the blind
in his mission statement in Nazareth. Jesus recognizes that his mission is to physically save especially
the chronically ill – the lepers, blind, deaf, cripples – who were discriminated against, both socially and
religiously, in first-century Palestine (Maynard-Reid 104).
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The Oxford English dictionary defines “salvation” as the saving of the soul; the deliverance from sin and
its consequences, and admission to eternal bliss.”



 Salvation on Earth



The first explicit unambiguous reference to life after death is in the last chapter of the book of Daniel,
written around the year 165 B.C.E. It was not central issue then.
The stories of Abraham and Sarah are set around year 1700 B.C.E: the Exodus from Egypt occurred
around 1300 B.C.E.; and the classical prophets spoke from about 750 to 400 B.C.E. Through all of these
centuries, the people of ancient Israel seem not to have believed in life after death. This means that for
most of the biblical period, ancient Israel’s life with God was not motivated by hope of an afterlife.
Thus, the primary biblical understanding of salvation seemed to be in this worldly, not otherworldly
(Borg P. 157).



 Salvation and Wounds of Existence






The word “salvation” comes from the same root as “salve,” a healing ointment.
Salvation thus has to do with healing the wounds of existence. Wounds of existence are many and deep.
Some of these wounds are inflicted on us, some are the result of our own doing, and some we inflict on
others (Borg P. 157)
Salvation in the Bible has both a divine and a human aspect: Salvation comes from God, and salvation
is something that we experience(Borg P. 158)



 Biblical Image of Salvation















Bondage and Liberation
The Exodus story of Israel’s liberation from bondage in Egypt including economic and political
oppression as well as psychological and spiritual meanings in the Bible.
Paul mentioned “bondage to the law, bondage to the powers; the powers are cultural, spiritual and
psychological powers operating both within us and outside us.
It is human condition; (Borg P. 158; )we are in bondage to many things. Bondage of poverty, illness,
habits, helplessness, hopelessness and homelessness
And therefore, liberation from bondage is thus one of the central meanings of salvation. Liberation is
a central theme in the story of Jesus. According to Luke, Jesus’ mission (then and now) is “to proclaim
release to the captives, and to let the oppressed go free.” Paul also said that “for freedom Christ has set
us free… therefore, do not submit again to a yoke of slavery” (Borg P. 159).
Estrangement and Reconciliation
To be estranged means to be separated from that to which we belong.
The central biblical image for the condition of estrangement is “exile,” into Babylon in the 6th century
b.e.c. (Borg P. 159). Adam and Eve were expelled from the Garden of Eden. Life in exile can have
political and cultural meanings as well as psychological and spiritual ones (Borg P. 159).
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To be alienated is to feel oneself a stranger to oneself, to others, to life itself. Alienation involves
feeling cut off from a center of meaning; it is the psychological effect of estrangement from God (Borg
P. 160. I call it “homelessness.”
Therefore, salvation as reconciliation is the experience of being reconnected to God.
It is returning to Eden, restoration from alienation and homecoming.
Repent means to return from exile to God. God invites, encourages, and empowers the return. The
reconciliation is the work of God as well as something we experience.
According to Paul, God in Christ was reconciling the world to God, thereby making our own
reconciliation to God possible. The reconciliation work of God also brings about reconciliation with
one another, breaking down the walls of separation and hostility (Borg P. 160)
Salvation as Enlightenment
We can associate with enlightenment with images of blindness and seeing, darkness and light, abound
in the biblical and Christian tradition. Though we have eyes, we often do not see. We typically are
blind to the glory of God all around us; we do not see each other as God sees us, and we do not see
ourselves as God sees us. We are “in the dark,” living in the night even when it is daytime. In the night
we cannot easily see, and we stumble or get lost. Night and darkness connect to fear and loneliness:
we are often afraid in the dark and feel alone in the night. The night can be cold.
It is also associated with death: things die without light. We yearn for the coming of the light like those
watching for the morning (Borg P. 160)
It is no wonder that the biblical tradition speaks so often of seeing and
of the coming of the light: According to the Gospel, Jesus is the source of light and sight. In John’s
gospel Jesus is the light of the world. In Luke 4: Jesus came to bring light to the blind. Those who sit in
the darkness has seen the great light (Borg P. 161)
Salvation as Forgiveness
Salvation as the overcoming our sin and guilt is another central image in the Christian tradition. We
have sinned against God, deserve judgment, and need forgiveness (Borg P.161)
We wound each other and by doing terrible things to each other. Some of these are willful acts and
some are the result of our blindness, bondage, and alienation. The result is that we often injure and even
destroy each other. In this case, the meaning of salvation is forgiveness. This is unconditional grace of
God, who accepts us just as we are. God loves us in spite of our sins and guilt. Christian life is not
about meeting the requirement of God. It is rather living our lives in a relationship with the God who
already accepts us and about letting the transforming power of the relationship with God work in our
lives
(Borg P. 162-163)
Salvation as Experiencing the Love of God
It involves a transformation in self-understanding from “condemned” or “rejected” to “beloved of
God.” “you are precious in my eyes, and honored, and I love you.” To know that one is nit worthless
but precious, not unlovely and loveless but beloved by God, is a salvific experience (Borg P. `63)
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Salvation as Resurrection
One must die to an old way of being in order to enter a new way of being.
Paul spoke of such experience saying “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but
Christ who lives in me.” Our old selves are to be crucified so that we might be raised with Christ and
walk in newness of life. In John’s gospel, Jesus is “the resurrection and the life,” as well as “the way”
that leads to new life in the present.
Salvation is resurrection to a new way of being here and now (Borg P. 164)
Salvation as Food and Drink
In the story of exodus, God fed the Israelites in the wilderness with manna from the sky and satisfied
their thirst with water from the rock. Using the language of thirst and hunger, a prophet said, “he who
thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come and buy and eat.” In the synoptic gospels,
the feeding of the multitude with a few loaves and fishes echoes Israel’s story of being fed by God in the
wilderness. In John, Jesus speaks of himself as the true breads fro m heaven; “ I am the bread of life;
whoever comes to me will never be hungry. Salvation is having one’s thirst quenched, one’s deepest
hunger satisfied (Borg P. 164-165)
Salvation as Knowing God
Knowing God doesn’t mean knowing about God. It means experiencing the love of God. To know
God is already an experience of “eternal life.” In John, not knowing God is associated with images of
being “in the dark.” To know God is to be in the light.
And therefore, knowing God and enlightenment are closely connected as images of salvation (Borg P.
165)
Salvation as the Kingdom of God
For Jesus, the kingdom of God is both a social vision (and thus future) and a present reality (whose
power is already at work and which can be known in the present).
As a social vision, it points to a way of living together in which the destitute are blessed, and the hungry
are filled.
As a present reality, the “kingdom of God’ points to living under the kingship of God instead of under
the kings and lords of this world (Borg P. 166)
People under political and economic bondage often experience hunger and thirst as well: The rations
for slaves in Egypt were meager. The exiles in Babylon were not only strangers in a strange land but
also blind and deaf. Bondage and sin can be combined: we are in bondage to anxious self-preoccupation
and habituated and hurtful ways of being. We are anxious because of our exile and blindness, estranged
from that to which we belong , and unable to see the presence of God around us (Borg P. 166)
Together, these images of salvation also make striking affirmations about God.
God wills our liberation, our exodus from Egypt.
God wills our reconciliation, our return from exile.
God wills our enlightenment, our seeing.
God wills our forgiveness, our release from sin and guilt.
God wills that we see ourselves as God’s beloved.
God wills our resurrection, our passage from death to life.
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God wills for us food and drink that satisfy our hunger and thirst.
God wills, comprehensively, our well-being – not just my well-being as an individual but the well-being
of all of us and of the whole of creation.
In short, God wills our salvation, our healing, here on earth.
The Christian life is about participating in the salvation of God (Borg P. 166-167)
THE GIFTS OF SALVATION
(Borg P. 167)
SALVATION BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH
Salvation comes by grace, and we participate in it through faith (Borg P. 167)
Grace
Whatever God for us to experience salvation stated above is from the grace of God.
We didn’t earn any of them. They were given to us by the grace of God (Borg P. 168)
Faith
Faith is the response to the divine initiative of grace. Faith is the human response to God.
What God wants from us is faith that makes us right with God. Faith as faithfulness, trust, and as a belief.
Faith is not a matter of will. We are led into it. It grows. And the process continues throughout our
lifetime (Borg P. 168-169).
SALVATION AND AFTERLIFE (Borg P. 171)
Experience after clinical death.
Hell
Heaven
Purgatory
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