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Snow scene from my window 

RESPONSE to Jean’s 2020 CHRISTAS GREETINGS  
 The winter of 2020 seemed to rush on us too fast as if the winter of my life does the same. Although I am ready to 
welcome my own winter with God, I have a few more businesses to complete yet. One of them is sending you my last 2020 
winter newsletter.  

 Since I received overwhelming response from friends on my 2020 Christmas Greetings in which I mentioned that I was 
under the hospice care. While some friends seemed totally ignored the meaning of hospice care some grieved, reminiscence 
our old times together and able to say “goodbye.” Their words were so generous, loving, comforting, and affirming I decided 
to share them here. I am so fortunate to be able to exchange good encouraging words with each other while I am still quite 
alert and bright. My cognitive function is so intact that I can’t believe that the winter of my life with God is coming near 
although unbelievable declining of physical energy. So, here I go with some of your wonderful responses!   

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Hello Jean, 
 I read through your Christmas newsletter and greetings.  I see that you are now in hospice care.  And I see that you are 
hopeful and positive and encouraging as always!  I wish I could come visit you.  Is that possible?  I feel sad, but also rejoice 
that God has given me the opportunity to know you and learn from you.  You have helped hundreds or more people and 
blessed so many others with your love and joy and presence.   
 
 Also, would it be alright with you if I communicated with the Maplewood congregation about this?  I can send out a prayer 
request and mention it in my Sunday video message.   
 
 Heidi and I are very familiar with hospice, who helped take care of my mom when she was dying, and both of Heidi's 
parents.  They are great people and wonderful at keeping patients comfortable.  
 
 Please do let me know if I can come visit you at Brookdale.  I'll send a message out to a few people at MPC.  I'm sure the 
word will get out anyway because of your newsletter.   
 



 Yes, we never know God's timing.  What I admire about you is that as long as God gives you breath and life, you use it to 
glorify God and bless others.  You are full of life and joy.  It's an inspiration. 
 
God's grace and peace,  
Hallack Greider 
Pastor of Maplewood Presbyterian Church, Edmonds, WA. 
 
Yes, you have my permission Jean.  God bless, Hallack 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Dear Jean, 
  
 I just learned from Jack Wilson’s daughter, Cat, that you are struggling with lung fibrosis and have entered hospice.  I am 
so sorry to hear this. I know you have had several health issues these last few years and am sorry this one is bringing you to 
the end. Cat got the news from Halleck at Maplewood. 
  
 It has been such a joy to know you. I remember when you first came to Maplewood, your decision to enter seminary, the 
ministry you have had, and your many contributions to Presbytery. Your fight for justice, to end homelessness. You have 
been an inspiration. I also remember working for you when you and your husband had the Asian store near Wilcox Park. Do 
you remember that? 
  
 I am happy to hear that Dan’s children are all grown now and am thankful you have been able to see them grow up. They 
are lucky to have a grandmother like you for their role model. 
  
 You were such a good friend to Jack and Barbara, and I know they treasured their friendship with you. I remember hearing 
about your lovely lunches together. I know you missed them when they moved, and now they are gone. Thank you for your 
loving care of them when they still lived near. 
  
 I am so sorry for this bad pandemic time that keeps us from seeing the people we care about. Know that I carry you in my 
heart. 
  
With love, 
Candy Wilson  
Daughter in law of Rev. Jack Wilson and Barbara Wilson). 
 
Dear Jean, 
If you wish, you may use anything I wrote to you. I keep you in my thoughts and prayers. 
With love, Candy Wilson 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 

고귀한 선배님 그리고 

제가 가장 닮고 싶은 목사님! 

고난의 삶들을 고귀한 믿음과 

끈질긴 인고의 동아줄로 엮어 

가시면서 주어진 사역을 힘차게 

정진하시는 님의 삶은  

인도의 성녀 헬렌켈러 님을 

그대로 닮으셨습니다. 

금년에 도래하시는 메시아를 

기쁨으로 영접 하시길 바래며 

아니 매년 매년 힘찬 삶의 웅비 

함으로 매 성탄을 맞으시길 

두손모아 엎디어 비옵니다. 

Karmss 회계이며 (미국전국 한인장로교회 은퇴목사회)  

존경하는 목사님의 후배 

노 남길 (Roh Nam Gil) 목사 올림. 



………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Dear Jean  
Christmas blessings to you, too.  I am holding you in my prayers.  When God calls you "home" you will be welcomed with 
shouts of joy and great celebration for all you have done to help so many.   
 
Blessings and Love,  
Liz Carrington,  
member of Maplewood Presbyterian Church, Edmonds, WA. 
 
Hi Jean - Whatever I said, it was from the heart, and you are welcome to repeat it.  Love, Liz 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
My dearest sister friend beloved in Christ : 
Your life reflects God’s glory! 
To God be the glory! 
You are eternal light and love . 
My gratefulness in having known you as sister friend is beyond words . 
So long, enjoy the joy of seeing God face to face forever! 
See you there in glory! 
 
Merry Christmas to you and Sam’s family. 
 
Adios! 
Love 
Rev. Thelma B. Burgonio-Watson 
 
Dearest sister friend Jean. 
So happy your cognitive function is so intact and able to write us and do newsletters. 
Merry Christmas with love. -joy and peace -Thelma. Please, you have my permission.  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

The Most Reverend Jean Kim, 

 I am saddened to hear of your illness with lung fibrosis and our coming loss of your extraordinary presence in this world. 
However, I know that great joy will come to you as you are welcomed into God's arms and of those who are already there to 
greet you. May your days with hospice be pain free. You are loved. 

Catherine Metz (Arizona).  
Daughter of Rev. Jack Wilson and Barbara Wilson 

 
You are welcome to share my words however you would like. Have a 
Joyful and Merry Christmas! 
Love you, Catherine  'Cat'  Metz  
 

  
 
 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
My very dear Friend, Mentor, Inspiration, Teacher, 
 Your Christmas letter is the first one I have ever received from someone in Hospice Care.  But then, you are also the first 
person I ever knew well who had escaped from North Korea.  You are the first person I ever knew to start a church for 
homeless women; You are the first person I have ever known who dedicated your time and expertise to help twenty years of 
delegates from Seoul and to Seoul understand the significance of their being part of our PROK (Presbyterian Church in the 
Republic of Korea) PNCUCC (Pacific Northwest Conference of United Church of Christ) exchange.  You are the first person 
I know to start a scholarship program to help homeless folk get college educations to prepare for employment. 
 
 I love and honor you.  The driver support seat you gave me for my car reminds me to pray for you every time   I am 
driving.   Dear Jean, I am in no danger of forgetting you, but that comforting support has been so useful to me.   I am not 
ready to say goodbye to you. 
 
 You have suffered a lot and I deeply regret this.  I am not praying for this or that to happen, only that you will have all the 
strength, all the comfort, all the care options that will be most useful for you.  As you indicate, we mortals do not pretend to 
know how our loving Creator cares for us,  we only know that we are confident  Jesus  knew that we WILL  be cared for.   



                           
Love and gratitude, 
Mary Margaret Pruitt/Seattle, WA. 
 
Yes, dear Jean. But, I am sure you know that people do graduate from Hospice sometimes. Mary Margaret.  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
Dear Rev. Dr. Kim, 
 
 You are in my thoughts tonight. The holy path you have traveled, the books you've written and the many lives you have 
touched on your journey is an inspiration. I pray that you are not suffering and that you receive God's grace on this final leg 
of your journey to his kingdom. 
 
God speed, 
Lotchie Kerch,  
School of Theology, Seattle University  
 
Happily-take care! 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Dear Jean  

 You are courageous, and faithful - you have lived many lifetimes in one life - your story and your work have given life to 
the loveless, the homeless, the refugees and children -and people like me who remember things like “we sing until we are 
happy.”  

 Much love on this journey of hospice - my mom was on hospice 3 times -  

Love  

Carolynne Harrris, Edmonds, WA. 

Yes of course Jean - nice to have a good mind and spirit. 

�        Carolynne 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Hi Jean 목사님~ 

 We only met a couple times at the KACPW meeting in Princeton 5 years ago and in Korea at the autobiography celebration 
in 김포 (Kimpo) I think... but I wanted to say hello and tell you that I am grateful for your ministry and your time on this 
earth. Your ministry was and continues to be powerful and you have paved the way for so many of us. Though there are some 
that stay in hospice for a long time, well beyond their expected 6 months, I understand that this may very well be the end of 
the road for you. I hope that you can rest well knowing that you have worked your absolute best for God's glory. While I wish 
that our paths had crossed sooner, I am glad to have known you a little bit and expect that I will be telling future generations 
about the pastor in purple someday. Thank you for leaving behind your story in writing so that many can read and know how 
your resistance and resilience has paved the way for many.  

Blessings to you and the ones you love 

강사랑 
Sarang Kang. Disciple-at-Large. love.jundo@gmail.com. 248-270-2663 
But of course  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Jean, I read your Christmas greeting.  
 We have been praying each night for you.  You are a good and gracious soldier of the cross. 



 When God takes you home to be with Him, we will rejoice in your home going but we will be so terribly sad at our loss. I 
would hope that God would be merciful and that we would not be selfish about you.  I miss our time together our walks.  By 
the way I will probably have back surgery next year if the Lord says the same. It will be so that I can run this race in total 
praise to Him for His goodness. 

 I know that you will not be able to come to the zoom service. However, we will be praying for you in the worship service 
as we have done each Sunday. You have given me so much strength. I am in debt it to you my older sister. I pray that the 
Lord will give me a seven full portion of your fortitude your tenacity your love for his people and the grace with which you 
shared it with others. 

 Oh, by the way I’m gonna keep studying Korean I could use some of your tenacity in that as well I don’t know what I 
would call it. Bilingual speaking in tongues using Korean language. Each day it looks like there such a tall order. 

Blessings, 동생 
Dr. Sheryl Stohs 
Environment Protection Specialist, U.S. Environment Protection Agency 
Choir Director of the Nest Mission 
  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

My dear friend, fellow laborer, and Sister in Christ, 
  
 All at Good Shepherd Church are grateful for your ministry and the way in which you have allowed us to share in it.  Our 
prayers and love are with you as you bravely march into the next phase of eternal life and worship. 
  
We honor and love you! 
  
Rev. M. Christopher Boyer 
Pastor, Good Shepherd Baptist Church. Lynwood, WA. 
 
Of course, dear sister.  Anything I can do for your comfort and joy in this blessed season, I am happy to do so. 
Peace, Chris 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Message from a friend in Korea 

사랑하는 진숙언니에게 

언니는 이미 마음 결정을 하신 것 같아 가슴이 먹먹해집니다. 

그러나 하나님은 어떤 역사를 이루실지 아무도 모르는 것이지요. 

편안한 마음으로 때를 기다리시는 언니의 믿음이 존경됩니다. 

하나님의 사랑과 위로가 마지막 순간까지 함께 하시기를 두 손 모아 기도합니다. 

저도 언젠가는 언니의 길을 뒤따를 것입니다. 

하나님의 위로와 그리스도의 사랑이 함께 하시기를 또 기도 합니다. 

사랑하는 언니야 ----- 동생(후배) 문우가 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 



 

BROOKDALE WINDOW VISIT 
December 4. 2020 

Dr. Steve Woodard (Right) Mt. Lake Terrace 
City Council Member, Dean of Access and 
Completion, Edmonds Community College  

Dr. Steve Corsi (Left)  
Volunteers of America, Western WA. 
CEO/President  

Rev. Dr. Jean Kim (Center)  
Brookdale 

Reverend Dr. Kim and Dr Woodard, 
 What a special blessing for me to be able to 
meet both of you in such a short amount of 
time!  I appreciate both pictures and the 
fellowship in light of the COVID era!  How 
easy it would have been to say “it’s too hard to 
coordinate”.   
 I am grateful to the Lord and each of you for the tireless work you do and have done for those who are less and often much 
less fortunate.  He is a God who cares for every soul and the work you both continue to do demonstrates His love for others. I 
am really grateful you have written the books you have Reverend Kim.  We are ordering some for our VOAWW ministry 
team.  Your life and writings are inspiring to say the least.  The fact that you have struggled makes your words even more 
powerful and meaningful.  I am sure your writing is a wealth of information and insight that we will benefit from as an 
organization that desires to be a positive force in homelessness. 
  
 Thank you for leading and lighting the way in a world that can easily become confusing and dark.  I look forward to the 
day when we meet again! 

His blessings to you always,   
Merry Christmas! 

Steve Corsi, Psy.D. 
President /CEO 
Volunteers of America Western Washington | voaww.org 
2802 Broadway, Everett, WA 98201 
scorsi@voaww.org 
w: 425-609-2203 | c: 951-313-5697 
One team.  One heart.  One mission. 

Dear Reverend Kim, You are an incredibly kind, gracious, and thoughtful servant.  I am so grateful to have been able to meet you on 
this side of eternity. Steve Corsi, Psy.D. 
 
“Share as you deem fit.”  (Permission is yours to give.) Dr. Steve Woodard 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Good evening again to you both. 
 The honor is all mine. Humbled to have introduced you both no matter how much time remains on this side of Heaven’s 
door for us, granting your transition sounds imminent. I presume that is your (hospital) bed reference. (Always the educator 
will be a favorite image of you.) 
  
 Your impact will live on through your writings and us. Sending you the warmest embrace you can imagine and still 
appreciate. One more lunch at your friend’s teriyaki restaurant is my commitment to our friendship. Can almost imagine 
eating indoors some day. 
  
Take care, restful evening, and much love. 
 
Dr. Steve Woodard (Right)  
Mt. Lake Terrace City Council Member,  



Dean of Access and Completion, Edmonds Community College  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Dearest Jean 
 Thank you for your 2020 Christmas letter. You are such a treasure! I am so grateful we crossed paths getting our D. Mins 
at SFTS (San Francisco Theological Seminary). We were in rather rare company to be women with doctorates in ministry. 
You are close to my heart Jean and in my prayers every day. You are an angel in so many ways and to so many people. I am 
so glad you wrote your life story – you are amazing. May God’s constant love and peace enfold you. Love you. 
 
Rev. Dr. Julie Josund 
Former pastor of Edmonds Lutheran Church 
 
Dear Jean, 
Yes, of course. If there is anything of value…you can share my words. 
I am proud and humbled that you are willing to write about hospice and your personal experiences. There are so many things that 
people, even people of God, do not say. And it would be better if ‘we’ did talk about them. Coming to the end of our earthly days is 
actually what we are working and waiting for all of our lives! I’m kind of jealous that you may soon be dancing with the angels. You 
are such a remarkable teacher and follower of God’s love and ways. Thank you Pastor Jean. 
With love and gratitude, Julie 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Dear Jean, 
We are very sorry to hear you are struggling so with lung fibrosis.  My mother suffered with a form of that condition for her 
last 5 years or so, and spent her last 9 months in hospice care, on oxygen.  She didn't have the strength of faith that you so 
wonderfully express.  It was very hard to see her go through her struggling, for she had no personal concept of a life after this 
one.  You are an inspiration to us as you live out your faith, and you have been such an inspiration to so many people 
wherever you have lived and worked. 
 
We love you and count it as a privilege to have known you, ever since we first marched with you and Dan down by the 
Federal Building in Seattle in 1981 when Chun Do Hwan was coming to town.  You gave us a real education, and you 
showed us so much hospitality. Thank you! 
 
With all our love, 
Rev. Tom & Lucy, Chicago, IL. 
P.S.  Greet our dear friends Jack and Barbara when you get there!  We miss them and miss you as well. 
 
Hi Jean, You may use whatever I shared with you. 
God bless you, Tom Forster-Smith 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Dear Pastor Jean, I understand that you have entered hospice. 
Steve Woodard shared your email address with me. 
I am so grateful for your life and for your ministry. And I want you to know that I hope to carry on a silver of your good 
works by supporting an organization that is hoping to turn four buses into temporary shelters for Trans people experiencing 
housing instability. 
I’m sure you will press on with the time you have left. 
Please know that your work will expand even after you are done here with us. 
 
I’ve attached a picture of the afternoon sun. :) 
 
All my love to you, and all the peace I can muster for you, my friend. 
 
Warmly, 
Eric 
Rev. Eric Kaminetzky, Senior Minister 
Edmonds Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
 
Dear Pastor Jean, you may share anything I have shared with you. Warmly, Eric 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Hello Jean, So happy to hear from you, and your response to my story board.   



I read your book!  I never experienced anything like you did during the war or even before or after the war. You have heard 
me acknowledge you as a person, and your work as a shepherd many times. "My Mother Terresa" Thank You! Jean, you are 
such an inspiration, and mentor for me.  Your honesty on how you made decisions in difficult/brutal situations stays with 
me. Even as you believe you are leaving us soon to begin a new journey, you give us the chance to say goodbye.  Bless you 
for that!!!   I hope I will be able to do as you when I know this earthly journey is ending, and the next job will begin. 
 
Wow Jean, how many lives have you touched!  An amazing legacy for an amazing lady. 
 
We love you and thank you for not having the word or concept CAN'T in your vocabulary.   
 
Dick and I still carry on with the homeless/hungry in such a small way, the work you began at MPC. 
 
Love you 
Dick and Shelley Rondeau 
Members of Maplewood Presbyterian Church, Edmonds, WA. 
 
Yes, Jean. you may quote my sayings. I would yell it from the roof top if needed.   
Merry Christmas, Shelley  
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Message from Korea 
 

김 목사님! 

보내주신 2020 성탄메시지 잘 받아보았습니다. 

5 년 전에 전주비전대학 숙소에 계실 때는 펄펄 하셨는데요. 

 

얼마나 힘드십니까? 

지난 긴 세월동안 주님의 일에 매진하셨는데... 

마지막 순간까지 주님을 부여 잡으시고 고통없이 주님의 나라로 가시길 기도드립니다. 

주님께서 천국에서 내 딸 왔다고 반겨하실 것입니다. 

저도 주님이 부르시면 언제나 담대히 가려고 기도드리고 있습니다. 

 

저의 아내는 작년에 폐암 3 기로 확진받아서 투병 중에 있으며 주님의 은혜로 호전되고 있습니다. 

저는 40 에 믿음을 갖기 시작하여 60 에 중국 도문에 갈 수 있었으니 행복합니다. 

지금은 오성연 장로님이 전남 구례군 산수유마을 산동면에서 폐교를 인수하셔서 

대안학교를 준비하시는데 도와드리고 있습니다.  

 

부디 평안한 마음을 유지하시길 기도드립니다. 

 

            2020.12.15. 

      구례산동 한반도이평학교 

            박태원 올림 (한국 전라남도 전주대학교 은퇴교수) 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Dear Jean, 
 
I cannot believe I haven't written to you in so long. I thank you for the news and Christmas greetings. 
I am sad to hear your health news that you are in Hospice. I hope they are keeping you comfortable. 
 
I am fairly isolated in our new location. While we saw my son during the fair weather when we could be outside we have 
seen him only once in the last four months. The churches are closed here also so I ZOOM into my Edmonds Church. I have 
never set foot into the church I probably will attend.  
 
On the bright side I have met several of my new neighbors and we spent time in the street talking when the weather 
permitted. But now with the cold and rains, not so much.  It will be a long winter. I do get out for walks, weather permitting. 
I have had health issues also with "premature ventricular contractions, asthma, and diverticulitis."  I have been to the doctors 
more in the past three months than I have been in the last 5 years.   



 
I have kept busy gardening this spring and summer, reading, ordering blinds, curtains and other necessities for our new home. 
We have been here since March 31. Now I am ordering Christmas gifts for the family.  
 
I will send a check to the Jean Kim Foundation tomorrow.  It is an honor to know you.  You are probably the most famous 
person I know.  At least one of the most interesting and dedicated. 
 
Love and Christmas Joy to you, 
 
Pat Garrity 
Member of Edmonds Universalist Unitarian Church 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 
WORDS from PARTICIPANTS of HONOR GOD EVENT (Sep 12, 2020) 

Larry and Betty Nilson 
Wow! What a wonderful gathering. It was my honor and joy to participate as nearly 80 gathered to praise God and be 
grateful for you, his servant for 50 ++ years.  You have been God's hands and feet in many, many ways but mostly in 
serving the homeless and needy in creative, deep and effective programs.  The tributes were amazing.  It was a very 
moving time - a sacred experience for me. The speakers reminded us of your special gifts and added many examples. 

 
You greatly enriched and expanded my diverse efforts to aid the poor and the homeless.  This December will be my 12th 
"anniversary" when I first participated in the "Cold Weather Shelter" program - December 2008.  I missed the "folks" so I 
went to Neighbors in Need and later to NEST and then your Foundation.  Mostly I was just a "friend" (and choir member) 
and a "clean upper."  I made many connections, some deep ones, many initially out of my comfort zone.  These 
experiences changed my thoughts and understandings of the homeless and needy and even my theology.  You were the 
major model and inspiration in these last ten years of retirement very different from what I anticipated.  I will continue to 
be thankful for your friendship and love, a big part of "winter years."  
 
If you have access to your "sharing" and to the tribute from Shin-Hwa Park I would treasure them.  I could not record the 
"celebration”, but I took a few photos of the three groups on my computer screen.  Some will be fuzzy but will be a 
reminder of an unforgettable celebration. I'm attaching them.   
Grace, peace and much love in these challenging days.   
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

Video Presentation 1 for Seeking Wisdom at the Center for Religious Wisdom, 
by the School of Theology and Ministry, Seattle University  
July 31, 2020 By Rev. Jean Kim. BD. BA. MSW. D. Min. 
 
 I was extremely honored to be invited to make a couple of presentations by Seattle University’s School of Theology. Since 
it was after several experts in homeless missions had their presentations taking themes that I would like to take, I had to 
choose the following 2 themes that no one dealt with yet. 
 
Topic 1: “Multi -dimensional Definition of “Homelessness” 
 I am Jean Kim, a retired minister, and a social worker.  My topic today is the multi-dimensional definition of 
“homelessness.” In a given short time, 6 minutes, I can’t say much. So, I added endnotes for you.  
 
 Have you ever experienced “Homelessness” in your life? Would you raise your hands?  I wish I could see how many hands 
go up. When I speak to different groups, I ask the same question. Very few hands go up. Why? Because most people 
understand homelessness as literally being on the streets. 
 
 My multi-dimensional definition of “homelessness came from my experience working with many homeless, substance 
addicted and emotionally and legally troubled people for a half century: sitting, talking, listening, and eating with them gave 
me opportunities to hear their stories and observe their behaviors very closely.  
 
 It also came from my own personal experiences. Materially I was born into a wealthy family.  
But emotionally, I was born homeless. Whenever my mother cried, I cried with her.  I shared all her tears, grief, and anger. 
Such anguish came from my father’s abuse to my mother. 

 



 In my grade school years, my early wealthy life fell into “poverty and homelessness” during the escape from cruel North 
Korea into refugee life in South Korea.  

 
 All through my teen years, the devastating Korean war, exile, and loss had brought poverty back and a life with no home 
even when the war was over. i These experiences helped me define the meaning of “homelessness” from a multi-dimensional 
perspective.   
 
 Government defines physical homeless as follows: Individual or family who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime 
residence, that is a public or private place not meant for human habitation (including parks, empty buildings, cars or doubled 
up situation); living in a publicly or privately operated shelter designated to provide temporary living arrangements 
(including shelters, transitional housing,  hotels and motels paid for by charitable organizations or by federal, state and local 
government programs - HUD). ii  

 
 I add the term “emotional homelessness:” When people are abused, hurt, broken, and deserted by their families, when 
people suffer from severe economic hardship losing jobs and homes, they can lose their purpose in life, falling into despair of 
hopelessness, hatred, rage, and a destructive lifestyle, they can become emotionally homeless. Kierkegaard calls such a 
despair “sickness unto death.”   
 
 I also add the “social homelessness.” Many homeless people I served were estranged by their families and did not have any 
relatives nearby or even a single friend to turn to in times of crisis. No one invites them. They have no place to go. Many also 
falls into social isolation during their homeless life because of being robbed or physically, sexually, and emotionally abused 
and thus, they intentionally cut all association off with people. They seem to be isolated, alienated, belonging nowhere, to 
nobody. I call this “social homelessness.” 
 
 Lastly, I add another dimension of spiritual homelessness. When abused children grow up identifying God with their 
abusive parents and run away from them all together, they can become spiritually homeless.  

 
 When suffering from poverty results in hunger, homelessness, and despair that make people feel that God punishes them 
and their lifestyle and behaviors can become destructive to themselves and others and easily walk away from God they 
become spiritually homeless.  

 
 Those who consider themselves as devoted people of faith – attend every worship, bring offerings, pray, and fast all 
regularly – can also become spiritually homeless when they refuse to welcome the homeless to the house of God and 
unwilling to help them. Therefore, the behavior of the church/faith community can lead the homeless as well as themselves to 
spiritual homelessness. iii  
 
 Now, may I ask again how many of you have ever experienced homelessness in your life?” Do I see many hands go up this 
time? So, I say, “Homelessness is not just someone else’s problem but can be our own experience too.”  Let me confess 
that I had been all these homeless conditions. 
 
A couple questions I want to leave for us to respond:  

1. Do these multidimensional definitions motivate you to look at the homeless issue from a different perspective?   
2. Now, are you ready to share your own experience of being homeless in your life, and ready to heal your own 

wounds as well as those of others?  
 
ENDNOTES 

i These personal stories are quoted from the Hope in the Color Purple: A Life and Mission of Thousand Pains and Ten Thousand Troubles authored by Jean 
Kim (Lanphear Design, Bellingham, WA. 2019), 11-17. 
ii HUD: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
iii The multi-dimensional definitions of homelessness are quoted from Jubilee Handbook: Introduction to the Mission of Ending Homelessness authored by 
Jean Kim (Lanphear Design, Bellingham, WA. 2020), 5-9. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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 I am Jean Kim, a retired minister, and a social worker. 
 My topic today is Jesus’ Holistic Alternative Community in and post-Corona Pandemic era. iii 
 In a given short time, 6 minutes, I can’t say much. So, I added endnotes for you.  
 
2. Let us review our contemporary life in North America   
 Our love affair with self has created the ‘me-first’ narcissistic society.iii   

We have attained an unprecedented amount of wealth in human history, but we find ourselves anxiety-ridden, prone to 
depression, seeking comfort in over-eating, obsessive shopping, in alcohol, psychoactive medicines and illegal drugs.iii   
Our economic system resulted in too large a gap between the rich and poor, a wage inequity, skyrocketing housing costs, 
poverty, and high crime rates. As Stansberry predicted, iii a loud national volcano, called “Black Lives Matter” erupted. 
Soon after that, a world-wide mysterious volcano, invisible but incredibly powerful corona virus erupted which has taken 
so many lives in the U.S. and throughout the world. These current events motivate us to help one another as we are 
neighbors that must protect each other.   

 
3. Let us diagnose our contemporary church mission:  
 The modern-day institutional Church in North America seems to exist for the purpose of self-serving like a clubhouse.iii  

Our contemporary church calculates success in property values and memberships. The biblical prophets say, “a society’s 
integrity is judged by how it treats its most vulnerable members.” iii Our church loves to do the evangelism to save souls 
promising pre-paid tickets to heaven. However, “Luke’s holistic evangelism affirms hope to the weak, the poor, slaves, 
lepers, women, Gentiles, and Samaritans.” iii Our church loves to do discipleship training focusing on inner spirituality. 
Marcus Borg claims, “discipleship means journeying with Jesus; to be a sojourner; to have nowhere to lay one’s head.” iii  
While the mission of the modern church seems to be saving the church, its pride, name and fame, Hall claims that “its 
mission is taking up our cross and participating in the suffering of Christ for the world.” iii      

 
4. What is Jesus’ holistic alternative community?   

Jesus experienced poverty and homelessness all through his life.  While his contemporary religious leaders chose to 
stand with the wealthy political elites who oppressed and exploited the poor, Jesus stood with the poor, sick, crippled, 
and the oppressed calling them “my friends, my brothers, sisters and mothers.”  
What Jesus did for and with these people was holistic salvation as he healed their souls and bodies meeting their 
spiritual, physical, and social needs by giving himself entirely for others. This was a clear alternative to his 
contemporary world structure which was an exploitation, and persecution of the poor which included Jesus himself.  

 Thus, people call him “our Lord and Savior.” iii because he is “the image of the invisible God.”iii   
 
5. How can we build Jesus’ holistic alternative community in and post corona  

pandemic era? 
 

The worshipping congregation in a sanctuary is not there anymore lest people transmit the corona virus to each other. 
The poor are on the street dying. So, it is the time to look for an alternative.  John Wesley suggests that “we begin where 
God begins, among the poor.” iii McNeal urge us to “take the church to the streets.” iii  I had done this for half a century 
reaching out to my people in the streets, alleys, parks, McDonalds, Starbucks, public libraries, shelters, drop-in-centers, 
free meal programs, food/clothing banks, low-income apartments, jails, prisons, and mental hospitals and wherever they 
hung out. I sat, talked, and ate with them and helped meet their emotional, spiritual, and material needs: See my 
endnotes: iii  
 
To build an alternative community I dare suggest for our seminary education to take an alternative approach: Pastors 
must engage in dual professions, doing spiritual ministry, and secular jobs to support themselves. So, they must graduate 
with a theological degree, and a license of secular job skills. See my endnotes. iii Jesus had done this by working at 
Joseph’s carpentry shop. St. Paul did it by doing tent-making. I have done this for two decades after my retirement. See 
my endnotes.iii  

 
6. I would like to leave a few questions for us to reflect upon:  

• Is my presentation new to some of you today? I am not surprised.   
• However, after hearing me, does your image of Jesus change a little? And how?  
• And, are you motivated to be engaged in building Jesus’ Holistic Alternative model in your own community even in 

a small way? And how? 
 

• Thank you for struggling with these issues! 
 

 ENDNOTES  
iii I was attracted to Jesus’ holistic alternative ministry so much that it led me to serve the homeless for the past 50 years. 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
iii D. Stuart Briscoe. The Communicator’s Commentary, Romans (Waco: Word Books Publisher, 1982), 12-13. 
iii Richard Wilkinson & Kate Pickett. Why Greater Equality Makes Societies Stronger? quoted in the Jubilee Handbook authored by Jean Kim, Lanphear 
Design, Bellingham, WA. 2020), 92. 
iii Porter Stansberry. Stansberry Research, (2019), Introduction: American Jubilee. Quoted in the Jubilee Handbook: An Introduction of the Mission of 
Ending Homelessness, authored by Jean Kim (Lanphear Design, Bellingham, WA. 2020), 96-97.  
iii Reggie McNeal. Present Future (San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publisher, 2003), Introduction XIV & 1, 26. 
iii Jim Wallis, God’s Politics (San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 2005), 236. 
iii Pedrito U. Maynard-Reid, Complete Evangelism (Scottdale: Herald Press, 1997), 79. 
iii Marcus J. Borg, Meting Jesus Again for the First Time (San Francisco: Harper San Francisco, 1995), 136. 
iii Douglas John Hall, God & Human Suffering (Minneapolis: Augsburg Publishing House, 1986), 128-139.   
iii Jean Kim. Marching with the homeless (Lanphear design, Bellingham, 2020),192: Jesus experienced first-hand a life of poverty, oppression and unjust 
murder on the cross as one of the poor homeless peasants in his days. Jesus’ subversion and death were his own special ways of bringing himself and others 
home by emptying himself entirely for others. This is salvation, healing, liberation and coming home by Jesus’ agape love.   
iii Jean Kim. Marching with the homeless (Lanphear design, Bellingham, 2020), 191. 
iii Theodore W. Jennings, Jr. Wesley and the Poor in the Portion of the Poor, ed. M. Douglas Meeks (Nashville: Kingswood Books, Abingdon Press.1995), 
20. 
iii Reggie McNeal. Present Future (San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publisher, 2003), 26.  
iii I did community outreach in East St. Louis, IL, Seattle downtown, and Lynnwood/Edmonds, WA., prayed with them, led bible study in a coffee shop or on 
a ferry; Helped them to apply for jobs, job training, low-income housing, looking for shelter beds, free meals, taking them to Doctors and sending them to 
colleges for GED, AA/BA degrees. I used to say that I was serving two congregations at the same time – one for those who come to weekly Sunday service 
and the other on the streets throughout the week. 
iii Some of the secular jobs pastors can be engaged in are Certificate/license in High-tech skill – programming or computer repair – and carpentry, car 
mechanic, nursing, home care, cooking, social work, etc. 
iii a) My other profession was social work and mental health counseling (I had two licenses). I supported myself financially and did Christian mission free of 
charge for 2 decades after my retirement. A friend of mine did truck driving and served Christian ministry with no salary. Many overseas missionaries have 
been doing this already.  
 b) Gradually, we need to create more jobs with a pay equity to meet basic needs of all those who want to work. Dismantle all forms of racism in every 
sect of our society. Create more low-income housing for all low-income people without a long waiting. Thus, we must end poverty and homelessness on the 
U.S. soil. 
 c) All of the above references were quoted in “Jubilee Handbook” and “Marching with the Homeless” authored by Jean Kim (Lanphear Design, 
Bellingham, WA. 2020). 
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