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FINAL 

REFLECTION 

ON   ENDING 

HOMELESSNESS 

FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN 
 By the Rev. Jean Kim on behalf of the 

 Women’s  Ministries Program Area  and 
 the Hunger Program of the Presbyterian 

 Church, (U.S.A.) 

 

INTRODUCTION 
I am a U.S. Methodist/Presbyterian 
mission product of Korea. I am one of 
millions whose lives were saved by the 
sacrifice of 54,000 U.S. soldiers in the 
Korean war. I was born and raised by 
wealthy and educated parents until age 
10 in an era of Japanese oppression in 
Korea, and experienced an escape, a 
refugee life, Korean war, and 3 years of  
exile as a teenager, poverty and hunger 
during my entire teen-age period and 
twenties and the devastation of losing a 
child in my adult and immigrant life. 
However, God transformed all of these 
traumas into the motivation to serve the 
Lord  by serving  homeless people.  
Therefore, I am writing this reflection as 
a friend of homeless people remembering 
their pain as well as my own. 

 
God had a mysterious way of calling me, 
the U.S. overseas mission product, for 
local mission. It is also amazing how God 
disciplined me personally through many 
trials and professionally through a well   
planned progressive training processes. 
First I was called to work with 4 severely 
mentally ill persons at a time at an in-
patient unit of a mental hospital.   
 

 

Then I was called to work with 13 
chronically mentally ill and/or homeless 
people at a time at an outpatient unit of 
mental hospital.  Then I was assigned to 
work at 3 different emergency shelters 
with 30-40 chronically mentally ill and 
homeless women through the Health 
Care for the Homeless Program of a 
mental hospital.  Then God led me to 
develop the Church of Mary Magdalene 
where I  served chronically mentally ill 
and/or homeless women in hundreds. 
After that I was called to deal with the 
whole Presbyterian Church in the 
nation. 
 
My daring six years of a speaking tour 
was a humbling experience hearing 
many moving stories and visiting many 
hundreds of wonderful homeless 
programs. Thus, I am writing this 
reflection as my gift for the Women’s 
Ministries Program Area, the Hunger 
Program,  116 host families, 430 groups 
that invited me and my husband who 
sacrificially endured loneliness for 6 
years,   and for many colleagues who 
supported me in many different ways. 
Without their help I couldn’t have done 
anything.  
 
It is not a coincidence that I am finishing 
this writing in the week of Thanksgiving 
when my heart is filled with joy and 
thanksgiving to God who called me, 
protected me, guided me and even 
carried me during the 6 years of my 
speaking tour.   
 
I have many stories to tell and it was 
hard to restrain myself from writing so 
much. Some details may be found in the 
“Jubilee Manual.”  
 
Information of how to order Jubilee 
Manual is on the last page. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE 
HOMELESS INITIATIVE:  
ENDING HOMELESSNESS FOR ALL WOMEN 
AND CHILDREN. 
 
It started with the two overtures (97-51 
and 98-55) the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.)  adopted  in 1997 and 1998 to 
“end homelessness for women and 
children,” both of which were submitted 
by Seattle Presbytery. Let us call it the 
“Homeless Initiative.”    
         
I deeply appreciate the Woodland Park 
Presbyterian Church in 1997 and 5 
other churches in 1998 who brought the 
overtures to the Seattle Presbytery to 
approve and submit to the General 
Assembly.  
 
I am a clergy member of the Seattle 
Presbytery. I negotiated with the elders 
of Woodland Park Presbyterian Church 
at the Seattle Presbytery meeting on 
phrasing the OVERTURE (97-51).  
 
Elders from the Woodland Park thought 
that the overture should read “churches 
must open more shelters for homeless 
women,” perhaps because the Woodland 
Park Church was operating a shelter for 
homeless women and felt a strong need 
for more shelters.   
 
I asserted it should read “end 
homelessness for all people” because I 
was very frustrated in repeating an 
endless emergency intervention for the 
homeless women and children while I 
was serving a homeless women’s church 
in Seattle. So, I strongly felt the need to 
END homelessness. We submitted a 
revised draft to the Presbytery that said 
”end homelessness for all women”.  
 
I got “END” and Woodland Park got 
“WOMEN” in the overture. After some 
debate and giving me the floor to speak, 
the Seattle Presbytery gave approval to 
 

submit the overture to the General 
Assembly as we drafted.   

 
However the General Assembly adopted 
it adding “children.” So it read “End 
Homelessness for All Women and 
Children.” 
 
I happened to be at the 1997 General 
Assembly for the first time in my life to 
receive “Woman of Faith Award.”  I 
wasn’t interested in the award but in 
passing the overture.  Several of us, 
including Inez Allan from the Seattle 
Presbytery, spoke for the overture at the  
Health and Education Issues Committee 
meeting before it went on the Assembly 
floor.  After some debate, the Committee 
approved and recommended it to the 
General Assembly floor, where people 
were too busy with sexual issues to 
debate about a homeless overture.  It 
passed very quickly without any hurdle. 
 
After adopting the overture, the General 
Assembly urged that the appropriate 
program areas, such as the Presbyterian 
Hunger Program, Urban Ministries, Rural 
Ministries, and Women’s Ministries,  
continue their work to combat 
homelessness and produce resources that 
outline successful models used by 
congregations that have sponsored 
ministries for homeless women and 
homeless women with children and make 
these resources available to local 
congregations (overture (97-51).  
 
THE OVERTURE (98-55) 
I helped churches in the Seattle 
Presbytery to submit a supplemental 
overture to 1998 General Assembly with 
concrete steps such as every church open 
one room, homeless shirts drive, work 
with ecumenical churches and policy 
makers to end homelessness.  It was also 
passed unanimously by the Seattle 
Presbytery. At the Health and Education 
Issues Committee  meeting of General  
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Assembly, there was no one from the  
Seattle Presbytery speak on the overture. 
They called on me to speak and I did.  
Just one committee member argued that 
churches cannot “open one room” for the 
homeless but the Health and Education 
Issues Committee approved it.  It passed 
easily on the Assembly floor by people 
who were busy with sexual issues again 
and cared less about homeless issue or 
because there was nothing to debate 
about “ending homelessness”. 

 
 

SPEAKING TOUR:  

Rev. Barbara Dua, then Director of the 
Women’s Ministries Program area of the 
Presbyterian Church, recalls:“As the new 
Associate Director of Women's Ministries, I 
had been considering for several months 
what direction God might be suggesting 
for the women's ministries program area.  
During the night after attending Jean 
Kim's workshop, I had a dream.  It was 
such a powerful dream that it awakened 
me.  I sat up in bed and rehearsed the 
dream in my mind.  Then it became clear 
to me, in some mysterious way, I felt that I 
must talk with Jean Kim to see if it might 
be possible that her call to challenge the 
church in concrete ways to end 
homelessness might be a program from 
women's ministries. Feminist theology 
could be put into action in an important 
way as we served the often voiceless and 
marginalized among us.” (from the 
Foreword, Jubilee Manual). 
 
Thus the homeless “Homeless Initiative” 
found a temporary home in the Women’s 
Ministries Program Area. 
 
6 months after the overture 97-51 was 
adopted, the Women’s Ministries  
 

 
Program hired me full time  for 2 years 
(1998-1999) to go on a speaking tour 
throughout the nation to motivate 
congregations to do  homeless 
ministries.  
 
In fact, I had already started the 
campaign to end homelessness in Seattle 
while I was serving the Church of Mary 
Magdalene. Therefore, I was absolutely 
excited about the fact that it became a 
denominational Initiative, and about the 
unexpected call, and I was ready to roll.   

 
I believed in the Initiative “end 
homelessness” as God’s command.  It 
became my confessional statement.  

 
Although the overture 97-51 and 98-55 
were not the only overtures that the 
General Assembly adopted on the issue 
of homelessness, these overtures were 
about the only ones that caused them to 
hire an individual to go out to motivate 
the local congregations to do ministries 
toward ending homelessness. 
 
In 1998, I spoke to 72 groups in 27 
different cities and in 16 different 
states, boarding planes 50 times. 

 

In 1999, I spoke to 125 groups in 45 
different cities and in 19 different 
states, boarding planes 58 times. 
 
END HOMELESSNESS FOR 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN  
When many people asked me “why end 
homelessness for women and not men?” 
they didn’t seem to have any idea how 
vulnerable women can be in a homeless 
life style, in which women can easily 
become objects of robbery, assault, rape 
and even murder, much more often than 
men would be. Homeless women and 
children experience an increased rate of 
victimization or violence in a homeless 
life.  
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Homelessness for them is a crisis like a 
fire or a tornado although people don’t 
think that way. Homelessness severely 
impacts the health and well-being of all, 
especially for women and children.  
Compared with housed poor children, 
homeless children experience worse 
health problem; more developmental 
delays; more anxiety, depression and 
behavioral problems; and lower 
educational achievement. Often children 
experience double trauma; they lose their 
homes, schools and friends; and often 
they also lose their parents by being 
taken into foster care. 

 
However, there are more shelters for men 
than women and children or for families.  
Therefore, homeless women and children 
deserve our attention although we 
support ending homelessness for 
everyone. 
 
THE ORIGIN OF THE PURPLE 
SHIRTS 
A friend of mine in Seattle who owns       
a t-shirts business helped me to paste 
“End Homelessness For All Women” on 
my several plain color t-shirts (pink, 
yellow, mint) the day before my 
departure for 1997-General Assembly to 
receive the “Women of Faith” Award. At 
the General Assembly I wore a homeless 
t-shirt in different color every day. When 
the Committee gave each of us only 5 
minutes  to speak on the overture and I 
was frustrated for not being able to 
speak more, I would walk around the 
room so that people read the message on 
my shirts which would remind them that 
the overture must pass. 
 
Many General Assembly participants 
asked me where I got the shirts.  
When I came back to the Church of 
Mary Magdalene in Seattle for which I 
was a pastor then, my homeless 
sisters too wanted to wear the shirts. 
 
 
   

Their wish to wear them coupled with 
my “end homelessness” campaign 
motivated me to develop the homeless 
shirts.  

Picture: Hunger Action Enablers wore purple 
shirts at the Stony Point Center, October 2003, 
to celebrate the completion of my speaking tour. 

 
 

I have been wearing it every day for the 
past 6 years.  It has become my identity. 

 
 

WHY THE COLOR PURPLE? 
It is the liturgical color for Lent. To 
grieve, lament and repent for having so 
many homeless people in this affluent 
country as we grieve for the death of 
Jesus Christ we chose the color purple.  
And we also wanted to stand in 
solidarity with homeless people, and to 
commit our loyalty and faithfulness to 
God to end homelessness.  

 
 

THANKS TO MANY WOMEN WHO WERE 
wearing purple shirts in solidarity with 
me on the night I was speaking on the 
offering at the year 2000 Presbyterian 
Women’s Gathering .  

 
 

THANKS TO MANY PRESBYTERIANS for 
wearing homeless shirts. Our dream is to 
have one million people wear the shirts 
and one billion read the message.  
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The Initiative being a 
denominational policy seemed to 
carry a significant clout to local 
congregations.  
 
They welcomed me as the one whom 
the General Assembly commissioned.  
However, it couldn’t be a top-down 
program because it took grassroots 
experience, frustration, rage, and 
passion to cry out to the national 
church. But the grassroots people 
also needed support, encouragement 
and solidarity of the national church.  
So, we are a “connectional church.” 
 
 
THANKS TO  
many congregations that were using 
the worship resource I wrote for 1999 
International Women’s Day.  
 
 
BUILDING A ROOM 
 
The picture below is one room built by 
commissioners and visitors to the 
1998 General Assembly with 
cardboard bricks. The room 
symbolizes space in the church 
devoted to the care of homeless 
people; the cardboard “bricks” are 
labeled with ideas for homeless 
ministry. 
 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S OFFERING:  
 

I am grateful to 
the  planning 

team of the  
year 2000 

Presbyterian 
Women’ 
Statewide 
Gathering for 
accepting my 
suggestions to 

give a half of the offering to homeless 
women’s projects in the U.S.  
 
THANKS for using my homeless litanies 
for worship service and allowing me to 
address the whole group for generous 
giving.   

 

THNAKS TO 5,000 Presbyterian women 
who gave so generously that it was the 
largest amount ($87,000+) the 
Presbyterian Women ever collected at 
one Gathering.  

 
 

PRESBYTERIAN HUNGER PROGRAM 
 

HUNGER AND  
HOMELESSNESS ARE  
THE TWIN CHILDREN  
OF POVERTY. 
 
The Initiative found  
another temporary  
home under the roof of  the Hunger 
Program for 4 more years (2000-2003). 

 
Rev. Gary Cook, the Coordinator of the 
Hunger Program recalls: “Over the years, the 
Presbyterian Hunger Program has observed 
that many of our grant applications deal with 
services to homeless persons.  And these 
requests have been growing in number.  As 
Jean Kim says, “hunger and homelessness 
are indeed the twin children of poverty.”  It 
was a great opportunity for the Hunger 
Program to be able to sponsor Jean's efforts to 
motivate the church to be more committed to 
ending homelessness.” 
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I worked part-time (50% or 25%) for 
the Hunger Program as the report 
shows in the following page. 

 

JUBILEE MANUAL:  
While many people were already 
involved in homeless ministry, many 
didn’t have any clue on what they 
could do. And therefore, from the 
beginning, I began to write my own 
handouts for people to do something 
when they go home.  
This material turned into 330-page 
resource. I am grateful to the Hunger 
Program for publishing it with a title 
“Jean Kim Says End Homelessness”.  
 
I named it “Jubilee Manual” as it was 
written in the year of jubilee ( year 
2000) and the whole purpose of the 
Initiative was to liberate people from 
hunger, poverty and homelessness.    
 

VIDEO: The Hunger Program edited 
my casual talk on my experience in 
the speaking tour into a 20 minutes 
Video, one in English and the other 
with Korean words on the screen. 
 
These resource materials are being 
used widely by the congregations and 
individuals. 
 

The HOMELESS T-SHIRTS campaign 
was also inherited by the Hunger 
program.          
 
The Hunger Program sells these three 
items through the Presbyterian 
Distribution Center to serve as 
resources for the whole church.   
 
 
 

 
 

An ordering instruction is on the 
last page. 

 

CHURCH AND SOCIETY MAGAZINE, 
the May/June, 2001 issue, was 
published by the Presbyterian Urban 
Ministry jointly with the Hunger 
Program solely focusing on 
homelessness as a resource for the 
whole church.  
                                   
                                                         
THANKS TO the Presbyterian Urban 
Ministry and Health Ministry I used 
to turn for help when I ran out of 
travel funds. 
 
 
THANKS TO Hunger Action Enablers 
who became my partners in their 
local communities in promoting the 
homeless initiative. 
 
 
For the past 6 years, the 

Initiative was able to reach out 

to 430 groups in 96 cities and 31 

states at synod, presbytery, 

congregation, women’s events, 

seminary classes, national and 

local ecumenical events and 

others.  

 
I boarded a plane 184 times.
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TRAVELED AREA: As the map below shows, I have been on the East and West coasts more 
frequently than the mid-America region.  The dots denote number of speeches or the location of 
 the groups I talked to, not the number of trips. 

 

1998 -Full time: I spoke to   72 groups ( 7 were Korean speaking groups -  10%). (Boarded plane 50 times ) 
 
1999 -Full time: I spoke to 125 groups (15 were Korean speaking groups-  12%).  (Boarded plane 58 times) 
 
2000 -1/2 time: I spoke to   55 groups (15 were Korean speaking groups-  27%).  (Boarded plane 20 times ) 
 
2001 -1/4 time: I spoke to   60 groups (33 were Korean speaking groups - 55%).  (Boarded plane 15 times) 
 
2002 - ¼  time: I spoke to  75 groups (20 were Korean speaking groups –  27%).  (Boarded plane 21 times ) 
 
2003 - ¼ time:  I spoke to  43 groups (11 were Korean speaking groups –  26%).  (Boarded plane 20 times ) 
 
Total - 430 groups( 101 were Korean speaking groups -  23% ).                    (Boarded plane 184 times) 
 
 
THE 31 STATES I SPOKE IN  
Alabama Alaska Arizona  California Colorado Connecticut 
Florida Georgia Hawaii   Idaho   Illinois  Indiana   
Kansas Kentucky Maryland  Michigan Missouri Montana 
Nebraska Nevada New Jersey  New Mexico New York No. Carolina  
Ohio Oregon Pennsylvania So. Carolina Texas  Virginia  
Washington 
 
THE 96 CITIES I SPOKE IN  
Albany Alexandria Anaheim Atlanta  Baltimore Barrow 
Bellingham Bend Birmingham Boise  Bothell  Bowling Green 
Bremerton Buffalo Burlingame Charleston Charlotte Cheshire 
Chicago Chipley Clemence Colorado Sps Columbus Dallas 
Decatur DeFuniak Denver  Detroit  Emmett  Everett 
Federal Way Fortworth Fresno  Ft. Meyers Ft. Walt. Beach Garden Grove 
Greensboro Greenville Hanover Harrisonburg Hartford Honolulu 
Houston Huntsville Jacksonville Lake Taho Lamoille Long Beach 
Longview Los Angeles Louisville Lynn Haven Monroe  Montreat  
Mt. Lake Ter. Mt. Vernon New Haven New York Newark  North Platte  
Olympia Orange City Orlando  Panama City Pasadena Pensacola 
Philadelphia Phoenix Pomona  Princeton Pullman Reno  
Richmond San Francisco San Jose Santa Fe Savannah Seattle 
Sequim Shelbyville Snohomish Spokane Springfield St. Petersburg  
St. Simons Is. Stony Point Tacoma Tampa  Tallahassee Tilden  
Toledo Torrance Washington DC  Weico  Yakima  Youngstown
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THANKS TO 430 groups that became 
partners of the Initiative by inviting me to 
speak.  
 
WE ARE  DEEPLY 
INDEBTED TO 116   
HOSTS who offered 
me a warm  
hospitality with a free 
room and board and 
local transportation 
as well while I was on 
my speaking tour.  
Some of them 
welcomed me several different times. 

 
I was determined to stay with families 
while I was on a speaking tour to stand 
in solidarity with homeless people by 
living a simple life, to build close 
relationship with host families and to 
save travel expenses for the programs I 
was working for because  I used to spend 
more than the travel budget allowed due 
to the high demand for me to speak. 
 
Without their partnership, reaching out to 
430 groups in 31 states couldn’t have been 
possible.  The whole denomination of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) must salute 
them all. 
 
 
VISITING HOMELESS PROGRAMS 
 
When I was in local community, my hosts 
also guided me to visit their local 
homeless programs.  I have seen several 
hundred of them.  I had visited 127 in two 
years by the time I was writing Jubilee 
Manual (2000).  When I update the 
Manual I will add more to it. 
 
It was a deeply moving experience to see 
most of those programs I visited started 
by  people of faith (mostly Christians) 
which later grew into interfaith or 
independent ministries.  
 
 

THE EMPHASIS OF MY 
PRESENTATIONS 

 
BIBLICALLY BASED  

My talks were usually biblically based  
claiming that the Biblical source must 
be the cause for one’s commitment to 
serve homeless people as it has been for 
me.  The scripture texts were the power 
and backbone of my talk. 
 
I shared my understanding that the 
Bible starts with God’s creation of the 
world as our home and ends with our 
New Home, the New Jerusalem, where 
people will live with no more worry, 
tears and pain and no more 
homelessness.  
 
I perceive the Old Testament God as a 
compassionate liberator who ended the 
homelessness of Israel from Egyptian 
bondage and Babylonian exile (Ex. 3:7-8; 
Jer. 16:14-15; Ezk. 37:1-14). 
 
I quoted Rev. Jim Wallis who wrote that 
the Bible tells people to help the poor as 
frequently as every 16 verses in the New 
Testament, every 10 verses in the 
Gospel and every 7 verses in the Gospel 
of Luke   ( Souls of Politics). 
 
The New Testament texts tell us that 
Jesus, who was born, raised, lived, 
worked and died homeless, welcomed, 
fed the hungry, and healed all the sick, 
rejected, abandoned, despised and 
homeless in his own society ( Luke 2:7; 
Matt. 2:13-15; Matt. 8:20; Mark 15:34).   
 
In the sermon known as Jesus’ first 
one, the purpose of his ministry was to 
bring good news to those who suffer in 
poverty, to proclaim release to the 
prisoners in physical and emotional 
captivity, to help recover sight to those 
who could not see any hope and 
future, and to let all the politically, 
economically, and culturally oppressed 

 
go free, and finally bring the year of 
Jubilee of the Lord (Luke 4:18-19). 
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In the sermon known as his last one as 
Matthew witnesses, Jesus tells us about 
the deadly consequence when we DO or 
DO NOT  help the poor, hungry, sick, 
imprisoned and homeless.(Matt. 25: 36- 41). 

 
Jesus Christ welcomed us into salvation 
and we must welcome others into our 
lives. ( John 3:16). (More in Jubilee Manual). 
 
I presented the model of Jesus’ 
hospitality to the poor and his mission of 
ending homelessness for the poor in his 
days.  

 
In the Hebrew Scripture, Jeremiah said 
our welfare lies in the city’s welfare. This 
means everyone’s welfare is 
interconnected to everyone else’s welfare. 
I tried to help congregations to hear what 
God require of us to do ( Jer. 29: 7).  
 
My ministry with homeless women in Seattle 
and speaking to congregations to end 
homelessness all meant "planting a cross," as 
God commanded me to do in my dream in 
1988; planting the original image, the dignity 
and self-esteem God created, hope and 
motivation to live, and  love and forgiveness 
of Jesus Christ in the souls of homeless 
women. 

 
It also meant planting in the hearts of 
the Presbyterians and others the biblical 
value and command to “love our 
neighbors as ourselves and to let justice 
roll down like waters.” 
 
CELEBRATION AND CHALLENGE 
I tried to help individuals and 
congregations celebrate what they have 
been doing or giving homeless people no 
matter how small their service or gift 
might be.  Because they could be  
wonderful givers in the United States;  
70% of American families make 
contributions at least to one charity 
program. More than half of those who 
 

earn less than $10,000 a year 
participate in giving something for the 
poor. Low income people give 11% of 
their income for charity while the rich 

gives 3.5%. Those over 65 give 25% 
more than the average giver. 

 
I also brought a picture of the reality of 
homelessness in their own town and the 
root causes of homelessness both of 
which were a challenge for them.  
 
My talk was often called a “motivational 
talk.” A few friends told me that 
whenever I spoke, it cost them money. 
This was perhaps because I was asking 
them NOT to give Jesus snack money.  
He doesn’t need it from us. He rather 
needs big funds, to build housing for 
the poor.   

 
RECOGNIZING  OUR  REALITY: 
Most people seem to be in a denial state 
on the harsh reality of homelessness. I 
shared with my audience that the 
United States, which consists of less 
than 6% of the world population, is the 
wealthiest nation in the world, owning 
59% of the world wealth.  Few nations 
give aid to poor countries like the U.S. 
does. Few nations accept refugees, 
immigrants and asylum seekers and 
offer them new opportunities and new 
life like the U.S. does. 
 
In such an affluent and gracious nation, 
45 million people suffer from poverty 
with no medical insurance, and 3.5 
million people experience homelessness 
every year, nearly a million every night.  
Nationally, 40% of the new faces of the 
homeless are families with children and 
the working poor.  
 
Whenever I spoke I called the state’s or 
city’s homeless coalitions and got the 
data and presented their own reality 
because people often deny having 
homeless people or how many people 
experience homelessness in their area. 

In his book  Rich Christians in An Age of 
Hunger, Theologian Ronald Sider 
describes our time as an age of greed for 
possessions: “Possessions are the most 
common idol for rich Christians today. 
Affluence is the god of 20th century North 
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Americans, and a shower of luxuries 
almost suffocates our Christian 
compassion.” 

 
The Initiative has awakened many 
congregations to the reality of 
homelessness, which was quite  
shocking,  for example: 

 
In Los Angeles, according to the LA 
Coalition To End Homelessness, an 
estimated 50,000-80,000 people 
experience homelessness per year, 30% 
of whom are children.  

 
In Chicago, over 80,000 people 
experience homelessness per year and  
25,000 people on any given night.  44.8% 
of the homeless population is families 
with children. Chicago has the second 
highest rate of child poverty of all U.S. 
cities.  
 
In Missouri, over 33,000 people,  in 
Georgia 180,000 people, in North 
Carolina, 20,000-30,000, in Florida, 
60,000, and in Washington, DC, over 
13,000 people experience homelessness 
per year ( DC- more than twice the rate of 
other large cities in the U. S.).  

 
According to the National Coalition for 
the Homeless, the least affordable state is 
Massachusetts where people must earn 
$21.14 an hour to afford a two bedroom 
apartment. 
 
The least affordable Metropolitan area is 
San Francisco which is the highest in 
the nation, where people must earn 
$37.31 an hour to afford a two bedroom 
apartment, and San Jose the second in 
the nation with a housing wage of 
$33.85 an hour. 

 
PLIGHT OF CHILDREN:  

Child poverty is at an historically high 
level. 40 million people in the U.S. live 
under poverty, 40% of whom are 
children. Most homeless families are 
headed by women. 40% of the homeless 

are children.  1.35 million children  are 
without housing every day.  According 
to the National Coalition for the 
Homeless, we might have 100,000 to 2 
million homeless youth on any given 
night.  

In his book “Souls of Politics” the Rev. 
Jim Wallis points out that every 4 hours 
a youth commits suicide;  every 2 
hours, a child or youth is killed by a 
firearm; every 9 seconds a child drops 
out of school;  every 10 seconds a child 
is reported abused or neglected;  every 
17 seconds a child is arrested; every 32 
seconds a child sees his or her parents 
divorce;  every  3 minutes, a child is 
arrested for drugs;  every  5 minutes a 
child is arrested for a violent crime.   
 
An estimated 5 million youth run away 
every year from their homes and over 2 
million of them are arrested.   
 
The U.S. Office of Management and 
Budget estimates that 900,000 children 
will lose their health coverage between 
2003 and 2006. (Seattle Times-December 19, 
2002) 

 
While the President promises that the 
U.S. economy will be better, everywhere 
in the nation many small businesses 
are not making it, and unemployment 
and homelessness are growing. The 
2002 U.S. Mayors’ survey reported the 
steep rise in homelessness and hunger. 
Mayor’s report indicated that almost 
half of the requests for emergency 
shelter came from families with 
children. 38% of the adults requested 
food aid were the working poor.  
 
Very few people seem to feel rage at 
such a reality in the United States.  
 

RECOGNIZING ROOT CAUSES OF 
HOMELESSNESS IN THE U.S. 
 
Most people tend to blame the homeless 
for their plight saying “if they would only 
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work, everything will be alright” or “they 
are lazy and don’t want to work.” 
 
Blaming the victims seem to weaken 
their motivation to be involved in a 
mission of ending homelessness. 
Therefore, it was important to reiterate 
the point that poverty and homelessness 
are not so much individual faults but 
rather are a systemic issue. 
 
Homeless advocates in the U.S. point out 
the following as the primary causes of 
American poverty, hunger  and 
homelessness: the lack of affordable 
housing; lack of jobs;  unemployment; 
low minimum wage; lack of education; 
chemical dependency; domestic violence; 
divorce, de-institutionalization of 
mentally ill people; emotional/ physical 
disabilities; lack of treatment facilities; 
illiteracy; racial discrimination; 
inadequate access to health care; lack of 
affordable child care services;  
segregation and ghettorization of racial 
minority;  lack of support services; lack 
of job/vocational training; lack of 
transportation for welfare mothers. 
(Details may be found in Jubilee Manual ) 
 
It has been a common understanding 
that the war economy along with tax cuts 
cause excessive spending on military and 
national security, a federal deficit, 
unemployment, and increased poverty 
and homelessness.  
 
I saw many homeless women sick from 
chronic health conditions, such as 
arthritis, respiratory problems, back 
pain, high blood pressure, depression, 
diabetes, AIDS or cancer. Their life span 
is shorter than housed people. I officiated 
memorial services for homeless women in 
their 30s and 40s; homelessness makes 
healthy people sick.  

Over 40% of homeless population work 
but they can’t afford housing with their 
earnings under the current minimum 
wage. 
 

Many mothers with children receiving 
welfare are homeless because there is 
not enough low income housing they 
could afford with the welfare grant. 
 
Most cities in the U.S. have been losing more 
low income homes by gentrification than 
developing new ones.  Low income people are 
evicted and can’t get back in when high rise, 
high rent apartments or condos are built.  
They became homeless (more details in 
Jubilee Manual). 
 
OVERFLOW PEOPLE  GET  MOST BLAMES 
Due to the lack of bed space, many 
homeless people can’t get in shelters. 
Shelters screen homeless people out due 
to their behavior or substance problems. 
Some homeless people experience 
paranoia, are unable to deal with 
crowds, refuse to sleep at shelters and 
have no other place to sleep but outside.  
Many of them are chronically mentally ill 
and chronically homeless. In many cities 
these people are called “overflow 
people.” They are misperceived as ‘un-
cooperative, and unwilling and therefore, 
no one should help them.  In most cities, 
they are treated like “trash.”  Many cities 
want them to disappear.  Some cities 
allegedly put them into a truck and dump 
them in other counties. Many in this 
population lose their motivation to get up 
and try because their dream had never 
worked or they never had a dream in 
their life. They might look okay 
outwardly but are deeply injured and 
destroyed inwardly.  Many of them have 
been assaulted physically, emotionally, 
spiritually and/or sexually and by 
poverty, abandonment, condemnation, 
and homelessness.  They need more of 
our help than anyone. People of faith 
must welcome them. 
 
Very few people seem to see that WE are  
the root causes of poverty in the U.S. 

EVERY CHURCH OPEN ONE ROOM 
 
Emergency Intervention Program 
1. Assessment and Referral Ctr.  
2. Housing Search Center 
3. Emergency Shelter 
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4. Emergency Respite Bed  
5. Emergency Home Sharing  
6. Emergency Shelter For Youth (16-17) 
7. Emergency Shelter For Youth (18-21)  
8. Tent City 
9. Emergency Detoxification Center  
10. Emergency Meal Program 
11. Emergency Food Bank    
12. Emergency Kitchen /Diet Facility 
13. Emergency Clothing Bank 
14. Emergency Hygiene Center / Public 
 Restroom/Shower   
15. Emergency Laundry Facility   
16. Emergency Day Care Center For 
 Children 
17. Emergency Day Center For Women 
18. Emergency Storage Program   
19. Emergency Transportation Program 
20. Emergency Mail Box Program  
21. Emergency Phone Service   
22. Protective Payee  
23. Spiritual Program - prayer, sing, 
 worship, bible study   
24. Music (Singing): (Spiritual/Emotional 
 Externalization)  
25. Dancing/Exercise /Sports 
26. Art therapy -drawing, painting, 
 woodwork 
27. Massage Program  
28. Field Trips-Picnic    
29. Special Events-Birthdays, New Years Day, 
 Easter, Mother's   Day, Thanksgiving,  Christmas, 
30. Beauty Shop 
31. Check Cashing Service 
32. Self-defense Class 
33. Outreach Program      
 
Foxes have holes and birds of 
the air have nests, but the 
Son of Man has no place to 
lay his head (Matt. 8:20). 
 
 
(Details may be found in Jubilee Manual).  
 
 

 
 

Prevention Program 
34. AA and NA Group 
35. After-Care Program-Case 

Management/Mentor 
36. After-School / Tutor Program for 

Children 
37. Anger Management Class  
38. Counseling-Individual  

39. Counseling-Group  
40. Eviction Prevention Program 
41. Housing - Transitional  
42. Housing For AIDS Patients 
43. Housing For Farm Workers 
44. Housing For Mentally Ill -Short / Long Term  
45. Housing For Older Women   
46. Housing For Pregnant Women 
47. Housing For Victims of Domestic Violence 
48. Legal Service       
49. Library Program     
50. Life Skill Training  
51. Literacy Program   
52. Money Management Class 
53. Parenting Class 
54. Resource/Education Center     
55. Share House    

    
Long Term Solution Program 
56. Housing – Permanent 
57. Housing For Women With Criminal History  
58. Housing For Women With Substance Addiction   
59. Housing For Mentally Ill-Cluster Model 
60. Housing For Mentally Ill -Group Home Model 
61. Housing For Victims of Prostitution 
62. Housing for Families (Women With Children) 
63. Career Counseling  
64. Education - GED Class 
65. ESL Program 
66. Job Training: Computer Program 
67. Job Training: Cooking Class  
68. Job Training: Gardening/Farming/Landscaping 
69. Job Training: Housekeeping Training Program 
70. Job Training: Sewing/Crocheting/Knitting  
71. Job Search Center/Job Bank 
72. Health Care /Dental Care Program 
73. Income Generating: Bazaar Program 
74. Thrift Shop 
75. Inclusive-Multi Cultural Church  
76. Partnership /Sponsorship Church 
 
77. Church Participates in the                    

 Development of  Political  
 Will and Policy to End  
 Homelessness.                         
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I also emphasized that prayer is not 
enough, knowing the Bible is not enough, 
feeling sorry for the homeless is not 
enough. We must do something.     

 
I urged every church to open one room 
which was the recommendation of the 
overture 98-55. While some 
congregations offer shelters, some were 
resistant to the Initiative. Most churches 
seemed to be willing to give charity or 
help other’s services, but not welcoming 
homeless people to their territory as their 
guests.   

 
My presentation included 7 steps and 
77 concrete program ideas that every 
congregation could use to help end 
homelessness. I also presented some of 
the 127 program examples throughout 
the nation so people could learn from 
each other.   
 
Some of the 77 ways I developed are 
simple while others are more 
complicated. People seemed to like the 
concrete ideas and hearing about what 
others do.  

 
I made people laugh by saying “if any 
congregation cannot do any of the 77 
ways, they should see a psychiatrist.”  
This book will be updated adding more 
example programs I visited. 

 
I grouped the 77 ways into 4 areas 
although some programs overlap. 
1. Emergency Intervention.   
2. Prevention.  
3. Permanent solution. 
4. Public Policy. 
 
Public policy is part of permanent solution. 
But to emphasize its importance, I let it 
stand by itself. 
 
I noticed many people are offering meal 
programs, some are offering emergency 
services, many are in the stage of learning 
the reality and root causes of 
homelessness.   Very few are working on 
permanent solutions.  

THE GOVERNMENT MUST  DO MORE. 

I helped congregations raise the 
following questions: Does our 
government have a policy and political 
will to end poverty and homelessness in 
the United States? Isn’t homelessness 
in this affluent country degrading our 
pride? Are the policy makers doing their 
best to end homelessness in our 
nation? We must urge our city, state 
and federal governments to allocate 
more funds and develop comprehensive 
long-term rehabilitation programs to 
liberate people from poverty, welfare 
and prison. 
 
TAX POLICY: President Bush claims 
that tax cuts will stimulate economic 
growth and employment.   
 
Some service providers suggest that 
government should increase taxes and 
use them for social justice programs. 
 
Rev. Bob Edgar, General Secretary of 
National Council of the Church of Christ in 
USA stated in his July 2002 letter that “ If 
you are fortunate enough to have an income 
of $1,000,000 per year, your average tax cut 
will be $93,530. And if you are among the 
lower 49% of all taxpayers, your total tax 
savings will average $19.00. A tax cut which 
bestows 29% of its benefits to the top 1% of 
the wealthiest Americans….  32% of the non-
Social Security part of the budget will be paid 
for by our children.  This budget presents 
each one of them with a bill for $7,800.00.  
We are financing our government with money 
from the poor and with money borrowed from 
our children.” 
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THE WAR AT HOME: 
Someone said that in the 1960s, 
President Lyndon Johnson discovered 
that he could not fight the war in 
Vietnam and a war on poverty.  President 
George W. Bush is about to learn the 
same lesson.  The combined effect of his 
tax cuts and war spending will leave very 
little for programs to assist people in 
poverty.  This means the poor in the U.S. 
are paying for the war. In other words, 
our government is waging war with its 
own poor people. 
 
A tax policy that primarily benefits the 
wealthy, and a federal budget that 
primarily benefits the military – while 
poverty, hunger, and homelessness 
continue to rise – is a direct affront to 
biblical faith. The Hebrew prophets 
frequently assailed their societies for 
spending on horses and chariots while 
neglecting the poor.  
 
Martin Luther King Jr. said: "A nation 
that continues year after year to spend 
more money on military defense than on 
programs of social uplift is approaching 
spiritual death.” (SOJOURNERS Magazine, 
March-April 2003, p. 16). 
 
Rev. Bob Edgar of National Church 
Council of Christ, states that 2.7% of the 
Pentagons’ budget would assure health 
care for all of America’s children.  
 
 
 
NATIONAL TREND OBSERVED: 

 
SILENCE ON PUBLIC POLICIES 
While some work on public policy issues 
faithfully, most congregations tend to be 
“quiet” about public policy that creates 
poverty and homelessness.  
 
I constantly reiterated that building more 
Single Room Occupancy (SRO) and 
low-income housing is a policy issue.  
Raising the minimum wage and 
increasing the numbers of affordable day 

care for welfare mothers are policy 
issues.  Preventing homeless people 
from sleeping in the park or sitting on 
sidewalks is a policy issue.   Oftentimes 
city governments do not allow churches 
to have homeless people sleep there.  It 
is a policy issue.  There is nothing that 
is not related to a policy. Therefore, 
ending homelessness must involve 
policy makers. To do this, I urged 
people to speak the truth.   
 
However, many people of faith seemed 
to take the view that politics and the 
religion don't mix; faith has nothing to 
do with politics or policies (church-state 
separation for Christians); our moral 
obligations for the poor should be 
expressed in deeds of private charity 
and through humanitarian groups. 
Many people of faith don’t seem to see  
our current situation of homelessness 
as “injustice“ and therefore don’t seem 
to feel any “rage”  and don’t speak up. 
 
Someone in Germany expressed very clearly 
the consequence of his apathy to people who 
were murdered by the Nazi persecution: 
“They came first for the Communists, and I 
didn't speak up because I wasn't a 
Communist.  Then they came for the Jews, 
and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a 
Jew.  Then they came for the trade unionists, 
and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a 
trade unionist. Then they came for me, and 
by that time there was no one left to speak 
up.” (attributed to Pastor Martin Niemoeller,  
1892-1984).  

 
Unless government establishes political 
will and policy on housing, jobs, living 
wage, health care, job training, welfare, 
day care, etc. and allocates funds that 
can help carry out the will and policy, 
unless our government spends more of 
our tax  money  for comprehensive 
rehabilitation program for the needy, 
and  unless people of faith speak up for 
such policies, we will never end 
homelessness.    
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LACK OF ADVOCACY 
Many religious groups and secular 
groups keep on providing direct 
emergency services but not much 
advocacy.   Advocacy will lead us to deal 
with root causes and make some 
changes.  
 
DEVELOP HOUSING: I encouraged 
congregations that are not ready yet to 
do anything to start with emergency 
intervention and prevention programs.  
But for congregations that are doing 
some programs already for homeless 
people, I urge them to look into programs 
that are for permanent solutions such as 
permanent housing, education, job 
training, creating jobs,  health care 
issues. 
 
PERMANENT HOUSING WITH SUPPORT 
SERVICES:  More housing providers focus 
on developing permanent low income 
housing with support services as a 
solution to ending homelessness rather 
than keep moving people through 
emergency and transitional shelters. 

 
I encouraged congregations to develop 
permanent housing on different levels: 
Rent an apartment or a trailer house and 
help settle one family. Rent several of 
those and help end homelessness for  
several families. Purchase an old 
apartment/small hotel building and 
renovate it into low income housing.   
 
The bottom line of ending homelessness 
is developing low income “housing” for 
singles and families and offer ongoing 
support services. (More examples in Jubilee 
Manual). 

 
PARTNERSHIP  
PROMOTING COLLABORATION AMONG 
CONGREGATIONS, GOVERNMENTS AND 
LOCAL SOCIAL SERVICE AGENCIES: Many 
people of faith who have compassionate 
hearts find it hard to start or carry on 
homeless programs by themselves, 
especially housing programs.   

 

And therefore, I have been promoting 
collaborative efforts of our energy, 
resources and expertise among  
congregations, government and social 
service agencies to end poverty and 
homelessness in the United States.  I 
can witness to the wonderful projects of 
many faith communities working 
together to end homelessness.   
 
The “Partnership” model in New York 
City is a remarkable one involving over 
120 congregations. By assigning a small 
number of homeless people ( 5-10) to 
each congregation, it makes it easy for a 
congregation to offer shelter space 
without too big a burden or fear of 
handling them.  This method 
encourages large participation. 
 
Many faith communities have been 
responding together to the challenge of 
the rapidly rising homelessness and 
lack of housing and other related 
issues. Faith communities witness that 
together they are making a big 
difference in the lives of suffering people 
(more program examples in Jubilee 
Manual). 
 
The Interfaith Hospitality model is 
also a collaborative effort of dozen 
congregations offering rotating shelters 
for families. One of them usually offers 
a room as a day center for them. 
 
The First Presbyterian Church in 
Greensboro, NC. opened up several 
rooms in the church and offers shelters 
for homeless families and children as a 
Interfaith Hospitality model.  They also 
open a church-owned house as a day 
center. 

 
Congregations need technical support 
from homeless service providers.  Service 
providers need resources (money, space 
and volunteers) from congregations.  And 
therefore the two need to work together. 
Many housing providers also utilize 
government funds.   
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And therefore, collaborating efforts is a 
workable strategy. 
 
LACK OF FUNDS 
Many people say that they don’t have 
enough money to run the program.  I 
would ironically say that we have 59% of 
the world wealth and we need to go get it.   

 
NIMBY (Not In My Back Yard) in congregatio
ns and society seems to be still strong. P
oor hospitality in many cities for the hom
eless was apparent; urban camping or si
dewalk ordinances, the absence of public
 toilets, the police sweeps before large pu
blic events, the new gates, fences or secu
rity guards all over town, even around ch
urches/temples, or locking up the churc
h/temple doors,   setting up burglar alar
m systems, calling police when homeless 
persons come in their facilities are all ind
icators of a strong NIMBYism. Homeless 
people are not welcomed anywhere in our
 society including religious facilities that 
preach love and justice. 

 
FEAR and LIABILITY were big issues for 
most reluctant congregations: they are 
literally afraid of homeless people as if 
they are more violent than gangs.  They 
fear that homeless people will fall in their 
facility and sue them. When I served  
homeless people for  several decades, I 
didn’t see anyone falling on the floor or 
become violent and hurt anyone.  
Homeless mentally ill people rather 
become victims, and are even murdered.   
 
Another cause of NIMBYISM appears to 
come from the belief that church or 
temple are sacred places and “they 
(homeless people)” don’t belong there. 
 
Congregations that are welcoming 
homeless people seemed to be free from 
such fears.  They just get some extra 
coverage on top of their usual liability 
 
 

insurance. I can witness that no 
homeless people will harm anybody 
when they experience love and respect. 
 

“Wasting time seeing no results” was 
a common statement. Congregations an
d society appeared to be very impatient. 
 They want homeless people to improve 
right away.  They want them to get up a
nd walk after a little assistance or a few 
prayers.  It took many years for them to 
be damaged as they are now and it will t
ake an equal amount of time for them to
 get up and function.  We forget that it t
ook over 20 years for our children to be 
functional independent people. I urged s
ociety and congregations to be patient.  
We need to walk with them in their pace
, not our fast pace, in their ability not o
ur capability. Government also expects t
hem to put themselves together in three
 months after they are placed in an eme
rgency shelter system.  And therefore, m
any people become homeless after a 3 m
onths stay at shelters if they can’t move 
forward with strong motivation to get be
tter, goal setting, or work and housing.   
  

LACK OF VOLUNTEERS 
I claimed that the positive energy of one 
person is contagious and our mission st
arts with this person. Therefore, I encou
raged people to be that ONE energetic p
erson. I usually leave a question “Who is
 that ONE PERSON?” 
 
Most programs recruit  many volunteers
 so that they can rotate often to prevent 
burn-out. 
 
I presented tips on how to start a homel
ess program and how to do fund raising 
with some examples of other congregati
ons who have done it.  
(More details in  Jubilee Manual). 
 
 
 
 

RISING HOMELESSNESS is reported (2002 
U.S. Mayor’s Report) in most cities and 
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counties I visited.  
 
NEW FACES OF THE HOMELESS in most 
cities I visited were reported to be 
working poor (40%) and families with 
children, most of whom are headed by 
women. 

 

OVERSEAS MISSION vs LOCAL MISSION 
Many mainline churches including 
Korean congregations find it easier to 
support overseas mission than local 
mission and close their eyes to the dire 
needs of homeless people in their own 
communities.     
 
Overseas mission includes sending 
money or occasional mission trips but 
local mission requires direct involvement. 
But few people seem to mind spending 
fortunes for overseas mission trips. While 
overseas mission is seriously important 
and we must do it, I learned that many 
young people achieve the same result in 
taking trips to their neighborhood  
missions.   
 
 
CONFUSED  PRIORITIES: 
Many congregations appeared to be busy 
in adding space to their facilities for their 
own religious activities; many cities 
spend fortunes in building football/ 
baseball stadiums, repairing roads, or 
tearing down old buildings to build high 
rise expensive condos and evict the poor 
into the streets.  Very few of them are 
willing to spend money to add rooms for 
homeless people.  
 
Homeless people who were sleeping 
outside a church in a freezing winter 
asked the church to extend an extension 
cord to outside the door so that they 
could heat the water to warm  themselves 
with hot tea.  The church said “NO,” 
because it was risky for fire.  Is the 
human’s freezing to death is not a risk? 

 
For many congregations protecting a 
building is a higher priority than 

protecting human lives. While many 
congregations say NO, some 
congregations allow homeless people to 
pitch their tents on their parking lot.  
Praise God for their warm hearts.  
However, they would not welcome them 
inside the building.  

 
I have seen a church that didn’t have an 
interest in owning a building which was 
very contrary to the national, if not 
universal trend:  
 
New Creation Presbyterian Church in 
Greensboro, NC. is a  tiny 45 member 
congregation that refused to own a 
church building and worships in a  
social hall of another Presbyterian 
Church (as shown in the picture below) 
in order to  serve the community   with 
their resources. Every member brought 
offerings above tithe  and purchased a 
piece of land for $27,000 and  built 
“Mary’s House,” a transitional home for 
homeless women who are recovering 
addicts and women who are pregnant or 
have small children. It is a great 
example of sharing God’s resources with 
other needy people.  

New Creation Presbyterian Church  
worshipping in a social hall. 

 
LITTLE BEYOND SOUP KITCHEN  
Many people of faith can easily be 
involved in a feeding program.  
According to America’s Second Harvest, 
three-fourths of the food pantries and 
soup kitchens in the nation are faith 
based.  Praise God for these committed 
people! 

While there are a small number of faith 
communities in the nation that are 
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developing large scale housing, many 
religious communities can’t seem to 
move beyond their meal program.   

 
Few people seem to have any concept 
of “ending homelessness.” Very few 
people realize the fact that feeding and 
clothing alone just help maintain 
homelessness. So they keep on feeding 
without a strong desire to move forward. 
 
And therefore, I tried to motivate them to 
add other programs that will help them 
move forward toward ending 
homelessness while they do a feeding 
program.  
 
 
3 MODELS OF CONGREGATIONS 
I have observed.  
  
The Country Club Model tends to be 
exclusive, other worldly, focused on 
spiritual or personal salvation and 
blessings, and locks up the church to 
keep “the homeless” away.   
 
The Send a Check Model tends to repeat 
what the country club model does but 
sends checks to charity programs. 
Although we need checks to do 
programs, they too are removed from 
homeless people.  These two groups tend 
to share the FEAR of relating to homeless 
people and the misconception about the 
root causes of poverty and homelessness.  
 
The Christ Model seems to be inclusive, 
welcoming, and opens up rooms in their 
church or temple facilities to invite the 
homeless in. These churches of Christ 
model do offer shelters, transitional 
homes, day centers, soup kitchen in 
church. (Details  in Jubilee Manual). 
 
When I share these three models people 
are busy whispering to each other “What 
model can our congregation be.”?  
 
 

HOSPITABLE CONGREGATIONS 

While many churches lock the church 
door out of fear of having the homeless 
in the church, many others open their 
church free of fear. 

 
When I was in downtown Chicago once,  
I passed by the Fourth Presbyterian 
Church. I tried to peek in the church 
because the church door was open. I 
saw a homeless man sleeping in a pew.  
I quietly closed the door and left.  Later 
a staff of the church confirmed that was 
a daily norm for the Fourth Church. 
  
When I was in San Francisco I heard the 
story of a man, Larry Boyce. He 
knocked on the doors of 11 churches in 
San Francisco saying “I have AIDS.  I 
will paint your church for a place to 
stay.” All eleven churches said NO. The 
12th church he knocked on was the Old 
First Pres. Church. The Old First said    
“ YES” and offered him a bed. It turned 
out that he was a very famous 
conceptual artist. He left gorgeous 
artwork in the church ceiling and 
passed away 9 months later. I have seen 
the paintings myself. 
 
 
LACK OF CHILDREN’S PROGRAM 
5 million youth run away from their 
homes every year. The majority of 
juvenile crimes reported happen 
between 4 and 8 p.m. Police call it 
“prime time, crime time.”  
 
There are many millions of children 
whose parents are low wage earners. 
When children come home from school 
no one is there, and trouble waits for 
them. 

 
While there are a few good programs, I 
sensed lack of day care, after school 
programs or residential programs for 
homeless children and youth. 
(examples in Jubilee Manual).  
 
 

 
SPIRITUAL and PHYSICAL NEEDS 
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In a mental health setting I worked at, we 
weren’t allowed to deal with human 
spirituality at all while we helped meet 
physical and emotional needs of people who 
came in with suicide attempts and were 
struggling to find their meaning of life asking 
such deep spiritual questions as “ who am I, 
did God abandon me, where am I coming 
from, where am I going, and where was God 
when I was beaten and raped? I felt that 
churches owe answers to these people to 
meet their spiritual needs. 
 
And therefore, I developed the Church of 
Mary Magdalene to help homeless women 
find the fundamental ground of hope in God 
by experiencing positive, loving, caring and 
compassionate God rather than the 
condemning God whom they had experienced 
through their abusive parents, spouses and 
lovers. We worked hard on what the spiritual 
salvation meant in the context of 
homelessness through worship, bible study 
and prayers. 
 
However, I quickly learned that meeting 
spiritual needs must accompany meeting  
physical needs. Meeting spiritual needs 
ALONE seemed to convey a message that 
“your soul can be saved but you can go 
hungry, and die in freezing cold and disease.” 
I couldn’t give that message because I believe 
in God who cares about the whole person, 
not just our souls or just our bodily needs. 
 
To many homeless people churches appeared 
to be hypocrites who preach love and justice 
and lock their doors to keep them away.  
Churches appeared to them as one more 
oppressive institution.  The Church of Mary 
Magdalene ministry, therefore, had to focus 
on undoing the negative impact imposed on 
them by many churches.  We had to help 
meet spiritual needs in the context of 
homelessness and meet the basic human 
needs in the context of spirituality.  
  
Some congregations are in too much of a 
hurry to convert them.  And some religious 
programs would not feed them unless 
they participate in prayer meeting first 
because they just couldn’t seem to 
tolerate homeless people who come just 
for food.   

I was never able to do this because I 
couldn’t perceive Jesus would feed the 

hungry conditionally.  I welcomed to 
dinner as my Jesus would, even those 
who refused to participate in worship 
service hoping that some day they would 
accept our invitation to worship. I can 
witness that in an amazing way they 
were with us in our love.    They seemed 
to be out but were in it with us.  That 
was the freedom they wanted. I am sure 
God would love and welcome all of them 
(more in Jubilee Manual). 

 

 

SUBURBAN CONGREGATIONS MIGHT SAY 
“We don’t have homeless people around 
us and there isn’t much we can do.”  

 
But Bel Air Presbyterian Church in Los 
Angeles, CA., a very distant, removed, 
wealthy suburban church sitting on a 
high Hollywood hill like a castle, says; 
“Distance or location of the congregation 
doesn’t make any difference and we can 
do something.” This congregation sends 
out 24 liaison persons, volunteers and 
funds to support inner city missions 
(Details in Jubilee Manual). 
 
 

 
INNER CITY CONGREGATIONS MIGHT SAY   
 

While I saw some inner city 
congregations actively involved in the life 
of the poor and homeless, I also heard 
some inner city congregations saying, 
“We have been in this church for most of 
our life time.  We won’t accept those 
homeless, we will die here  without 
caring to grow.” These congregations 
were not willing to change and 
eventually they were declining to 10-30 
members.  Survival became an issue. 
Death seemed to be Imminent. However, 
there are many other inner city 
congregations open their rooms for 
homeless people (more examples in Jubilee 
Manual). 

 
GROWING/DYING CONGREGATIONS 
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Many congregations reject homeless 
people not only from their personal fear 
but also from their belief that a 
congregation will decline if it welcomes 
homeless people because many people 
will leave the church. 

 
The following studies prove the contrary: 
A recent study conducted by the Churc
h Growth Strategy Team of the Presbyteri
an Church (U.S.A.) revealed that growing 
churches share one common characterist
ic –  a commitment to mission. In spite of
 theological and liturgical diversity, growi
ng mainline churches are extending their
 love and compassion into the neighborh
oods and cities, the nation and the world.
 On the other hand, declining churches a
re absorbing all their resources for their 
own   survival (Rev. John Buchanan). 
 
Rev. Nile Harper, the author of “Urban 
Churches,” writes that “in the United 
States, after a season of decline, city-
center churches are once again growing.  
In the past decade, a movement of 
spiritual revitalization and community 
redevelopment is taking place in African-
American churches, mainline churches, 
Roman Catholic parishes, and many 
others. In city centers where 
congregations are vital and growing, 
church members and pastors are 
engaging in community-building in the 
neighborhoods (Urban Churches by Rev. Nile 
Harper). 
 
FAITH-BASED COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZING EFFORT 
According to Dr. Richard L. Wood, 
University of New Mexico, the 
Congregational Development Research 
Project, Faith-Based Community 
Organizing is a model of justice ministry 
based on networks of relationships that 
 
 

 
 
 
people create primarily through their 
religious congregations, but also 

through their unions, community 
organizations and children’s schools.” 

  
The research on the impact of  Faith-
Based Community Organizing (FBCO) is 
very important in the current cultural 
context in which materialism and 
individualism prevail and a one-
dimensional emphasis on “church 
growth” is a trend and, in some 
denominations, a mandate. 

 

The research found that FBCO 
strengthens congregational life by 
building relationships and community, 
developing and sharing leadership, 
deeper understanding of the faith 
tradition’s call for social justice, making 
concrete changes to promote the public 
good, and having an impact on the root 
causes of poverty, not just  the 
symptoms, increasing congregational 
membership, overcoming denominational 
and religious differences.  

 

There are 135 local faith-based 
community organizing (FBCO) groups in 
the U.S. with more than 4000 member 
institutions.  Currently at least 60 of 
those are synagogues. Most of the 
groups are affiliated with one of four 
major national training and organizing 
networks: The Industrial Areas 
Foundation (IAF), Pacific Institute for 
Community Organization (PICO), Direct 
Action Research and Training Center 
(DART), and the Gamaliel Foundation. 
Others are associated with smaller 
regional networks or are independent. 

 
 
19 KINDS OF PROGRAM MODELS 

 
1. EMERGENCY SHELTER MODELS 
 

2. TRANSITIONAL HOUSING PROGRAM 
 MODELS 
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3.   SUPPORTIVE PERMANENT HOUSING 
 MODELS 
 

4.  HOMELESS PREVENTION PROGRAM   
  MODELS 
 

5.   RESIDENTIAL TREATMENT MODELS 

6.   DAY CENTER PROGRAM MODELS   
 
7.  DAY CARE PROGRAM MODELS  
 
8.  HOMELESS YOUTH PROGRAM MODELS 
 
9.   AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM MODELS 

10.   JOB TRAINING PROGRAM MODELS 

11. MENTORING PROGRAM MODELS 
 
12. SPIRITUAL PROGRAM MODELS 

13.  INTERFAITH PROGRAM MODELS  

14. SUBURBN CHURCH PROGRAM MODELS 

15.  FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM MODELS: 

16.   ADVOCACY PROGRAM MODELS               

17.   CHURCH WITHOUT A BUILDING 

18.  THRIFT SHOP PROGRAM MODELS 

19. FIATH-BASED COMMUNITY 
 ORGANIZING  MODEL  
  
 (More program examples may be 
 found in the Jubilee Manual.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

EFFORTS TO END  
HOMELESSNESS  

    
SOME STATES AND CITIES ARE  
DEVELOPING  PLANS TO  END   
HOMELESSNESS 

 

NEW YORK CITY passed an ordinance that 
every homeless person has right to a 
shelter. Since church pastors are 
leaders in the community, this 
ordinance motivates them to cooperate. cooperate with the city ordinance to shelter people. 
 
THE STATE OF WASHINGTON’S  Governor’s 
Advisory Board on Homelessness  is 
assisting the Governor to pursue a 10 
years plan to end homelessness. For 
detail call 360-725-2972. 
 
THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA: On March 21, 
2002, Governor Gray Davis, created, by 
Executive Order D-53-02, the 
Interagency Task Force on 
Homelessness. The Governor Directed 
the Task Force to provide him “ a plan 
to incorporate homelessness prevention 
as an integral part of the mission within 
all state programs with the goal of 
reducing incidence of homelessness in 
California. So the Task Force provided 
the Governor with comprehensive 
recommendations. 
 
THE STATE OF GEORGIA also developed 
homeless action plan to end 
homelessness in ten years. For detail, 
call Georgia Dept. of Community Affairs: 
(404) 679-4940. 

 
IN THE STATE OF MAINE the Senior Staff 
Committee developed a plan to end 
homelessness. 

 
THE NATIONAL ALLIANCE TO END 
HOMELESSNESS  DEVELOPED A 10 YEARS 
PLAN TO END HOMELESSNESS BY CREATING 
a check list as a guide to help 
communities identify the minimum 
requirements for an effective permanent 
solution to prevent and end 
homelessness.   

 
The essentials are based on the Alliance’s 
Ten Year Plan To End Homelessness, 
which draws from over 20 years of 
research and experience with 
communities around the country. For 
more information call (202) 638-1526 
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THE NATIONAL LOW INCOME HOUSING 
suggests the following as solutions: 

 
1. Increase wages through a minimum-

wage earned-income tax credit.  
 
2. Increase the number of Section 8 

vouchers, which would result in more 
families living in market-rate housing. 

 
3. Preserve the existing housing stock 
 we have now. 

 
4. Don’t demolish reasonable-use 
 housing. 

 
5. A legislative proposal for a 
 national housing trust fund, 
 which  is currently being promoted 
 by  the National Low Income 
 Housing  Coalition. This federal 
 fund would provide revenue to 
 build,  preserve or rehabilitate 
 housing that would be affordable to 
 those  with  low  income.   If 
 these  goals  were  met,  the result 
 could be  1.5  million additional 
 housing units by 2010. 

 
 

BRING AMERICA HOME CAMPAIGN is  
another national effort to end homelessness:  
On March 28, 2003 representatives of 
over twenty five national and local 
organizations met on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, DC to kick off the Bring 
America Home Campaign. 

 
The Bring America Home Act will focus 
on universal health care, a living wage, 
expansion of federal resources for 
affordable housing and establish 
National Housing Trust Fund;   
 

According to the National Coalition for 
the Homeless, the initial goal of the 
National  Housing Trust Fund is to 
produce, rehabilitate, and preserve 
1,500,000 units of affordable housing 
by 2010.  A $10 billion investment in a 
National Housing Fund would produce 

more than 368,000 jobs. When 
leveraged, 3.6 million jobs and $100 
billion in wages could be created. We all 
must participate in bring America Home 
campaign by contacting  our 
Representatives and asking them to 
cosponsor the above initiatives or 
campaign/Act. For detail, call (202)  
737-6444. 

 
 

COMMENTS FROM RELIGEOUS LEADERS 
Rev. Jim Dickerson states, “Affordable 
housing and sustainable community 
development are not band aids, hand-
outs, or temporary measures. They are 
proven, long-term solutions that 
liberate, break the cycle of poverty, and 
provide opportunity to those who need it 
most. As a society we say yes to a little 
charity but no to the equity, justice, and 
fundamental change that ought to roll 
through our nation like a mighty river 
(Sojourner’s Magazine).” 

 
Rev. Jim Dickerson is  the founder and chair 
of MANNA, Inc. an affordable housing and 
community development organization, and 
pastor of New Community Church in the 
Shaw neighborhood of Washington D.C. 

 
Martin Luther King Jr. might have been 
right by saying that  every bomb that fell 
on our enemy reduced the education, 
housing, and health care of vulnerable 
Americans at home.  
 
Dr. John Buchannan, former moderato
r of Presbyterian Church (USA) writes, “
Mission is Why We are Here,” and “The 
Church Exists for the World.” He quote
s Theologian Emil Brunner saying “the 
church exists by mission as fire exis
ts by burning.” 

HOW DO EUROPEAN COUNTRIES DO? 
David Hilfiker, MD, who practiced 
medicine in the urban ghettos of 
Washington DC presents a fascinating 
report and recommendation in his little 
book “Poverty in Urban America,” 
published in 2000.   
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Everyone must read this book.  I will 
share just a few of his points.  

 
He writes that in the developed nations of 
Western Europe and Canada except the 
United States, one common element is 
universal health care coverage. No one 
goes without health care;  every family 
with children receives various 
allowances, so a special program for poor 
families is less necessary. 

 
He presents Finland as an example: 

Finland also provides universal health 
care coverage. All families in Finland, 
regardless of income, receive allowances 
from the government for each of their 
children up to the age of 17. In addition 
to the basic child support, one of the 
parents or the single parent of young 
children can choose to stay home to 
provide childcare and receive $300.00 
per month base “pay.” All Finns, 
regardless of income, are also eligible for 
education allowances for almost any kind 
of adult education: tuition is free. 
Students also receive living support 
($300.00 a month) and rent support . 
 
There are many other good programs 
that can get people out of poverty. 
Research showed that only 0.08% of the 
population abused the system. Finland 
has little poverty as we would define it in 
the U.S. 

 
He claims that in order to implement all of 
the above programs in the United States, 
less than a 1% increase in taxes would be 
necessary.  Are Finns better people than 
Americans?  Can we do this in our 
system of capitalism? 

It has been said that in Scandinavia 
and Russia there are no shelters.  
There are only housing offices where 
individuals go to find permanent 
housing. 

 
IMPACT OF THE INITIATIVE ON 
ENDING HOMELESSNESS 

 

I WOULD ADD THAT:  
 
The INITIATIVE kept the vision of “ending 
homelessness” alive in the Presbyterian 
Church. 

 
GENERAL RESPONSE TO THE INITIATIVE 
appeared to be a mixed one of 
resistance or acceptance. While many 
are reluctant, many other congregations 
seem to be thirsty for ideas.  Strong 
motivation to do “something” was also 
apparent. 

 
The Initiative reached out to 
hundreds of congregations with ideas, 
stories and the vision of ending 
homelessness. It challenged and 
aroused an overwhelming interest in 
congregations. 

 
I offered several thousand consultations 
to congregations and individuals through 
phone calls, e-mails, letters, in person 
and writing articles and worship guide 
in the church magazines and 
newsletters. 

 
I gained 3,000 + people on our mailing 
list  who are concerned about homeless 
people. The Network’s core group may 
be born out of this larger group.  

 
Many  congregations responded to 
the Homeless Initiative by  starting 
permanent or rotating shelters, 
developing low income housing, meal 
programs, clothing banks and  day 
centers for the homeless;   
 

 
We gave birth to the “Presbyterian 
Network To End Homelessness” to keep 
the vision of ending homelessness alive in 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 

 
The Initiative motivated unknown 
number of congregations to start or 
improve their homeless ministries.  
Although it is hard to know an accurate 
number of churches without research that 
were motivated to do homeless ministries, 
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I frequently ran into people who shared 
with me the following news:  just mention 
a few.                                          

 
The Presbyterian Church by the Sea, a 15-
member congregation in a small town in 
Washington State responded to the “open 
one room” Initiative and opened a  
clothing bank for the community.  

 
The Presbyterian Church by The Sea in 
Fort Myers Beach, FL. responded to the 
Initiative by welcoming homeless people 
into the church and offering them meals 
and shower facilities. 

 
The First Presbyterian Church in 
Greensboro, NC. responded to the 
Initiative by opening up several rooms to 
serve as an Interfaith Hospitality shelter 
and opened a house across from the 
church as a day center for the homeless.    

 
The Northminster Presbyterian Church in 
Seattle, WA. responded to the Initiative by 
operating a shelter for mentally ill people.  
 
The First Presbyterian Church, in Decatur, 
IL.  responded to the Initiative  by 
renovating a run-down low income 
apartment  and operating it jointly with a 
local social service agency.   

  
The Lake Burien Presbyterian Church in 
Seattle also responded to the Initiative by 
developing Hospitality House, a 
permanent site for an Interfaith 
Hospitality shelter, for women being 
released from jail or prison usually at 
midnight.   
 

A student in Greensboro, NC., deeply 
inspired by the Initiative, decided to go to 
seminary (McCormick) and work for the 
homeless population. 

 
The Initiative was expanded to Korean 
congregations.  Two training events, pre-
conferences, were offered prior to two 
General Assemblies of the National 
Korean Presbyterian Church (PC, U.S.A.) 
in Princeton, NJ and Honolulu, HI.  100 

Korean clergy, their spouses and laity 
attended the conferences.  A core Korean 
working group for the Network to End 
Homelessness may be born out of this 
group. 

 
A Korean Presbyterian Church in Atlanta, 
GA responded to the Initiative by 
engaging in a local homeless program. 

 
A Korean ecumenical group in  New 
Haven, CT., responded to the Initiative 
by developing “Agape House,” homeless 
outreach program and portable clothing 
bank, and developing a worshipping 
community by inviting homeless people  
to a bilingual worship service at a 
Korean United Methodist Church. 

 

A Korean Presbyterian Church in New 
Haven, CT.  responded to the Initiative 
by participating with funds for an 
overflow shelter. 
 
A Korean Presbyterian church pastor 
from Denver, CO., responded to the 
Initiative by motivating his congregation 
to do a meal program. 
 
A Korean church pastor from Columbus, 
OH, responded to the Initiative by 
determining to add a special room for 
homeless people to his new church 
construction. 
 
A Korean Presbyterian Church in 
Jacksonville, FL. responded to the 
Initiative by developing a meal program 
for homeless people. 

 
Dorcas Group and Canaan Korean 
Presbyterian Church women in Orange 
County, CA. responded to the Initiative by 
creating DorCanaan Mission Group  
(ecumenical) and cooking meals for a 
women’s shelter.   
 
A student of  McCormick Seminary, who 
attended a practicum class I taught 
responded to the Initiative by deciding to 
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do an internship at a homeless project 
and asked me to be her mentor. 

 
The Initiative encouraged the 
Presbyterian Women to allocate half of 
the offering of the 2000 Presbyterian 
Women’s Statewide Gathering to two 
domestic homeless programs. 

 
Many Presbyterians have been 
wearing homeless t-shirts. 

 
 

JEAN KIM’S SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 
 
I was shocked and appreciated to hear 
that a Korean advocacy group for 
homeless people in downtown 
Washington DC established “Jean Kim’s 
Scholarship Funds” in honor of my 
homeless ministry. I hope the 
scholarship can help many homeless 
people who pursue education toward a 
self-sufficient, independent and 
successful life.  

 
 

COMMENTS FROM  COLLEAGUES  
 
Comment from Rev. Gary Cook,  
Director of the Hunger Program of PC 
(U.S.A.): 
 
“One of the major impacts has been that 
congregations and presbyteries have had 
a resource to work with while it had been 
just consultation offered by the national 
church in the past.  
 
People working sacrificially in this field 
experience support, feeling that now 
someone else understands the issue and 

shares the burden of frustration in 
carrying out the mission of ending 
homelessness. 

 
A long term impact could be that a solid 
Biblical ground to end homelessness has 
been developed for the whole church. 

 

It’s been a real joy to see the growing 
involvement of Korean churches in 
carrying out the Initiative.” 

 
Comment from Rev. Trey Hammond: 
(Former Director of Presbyterian Urban Ministry 
and now serves as a pastor for La Mesa 
Presbyterian Church in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico).   

 
“The Initiative placed the homeless 
issue in front of the church as a 
compelling place for ministry. 
 
It touched hundreds of congregations 
with ideas, stories and vision of ending 
homelessness. 

 
The Urban Ministry and the Hunger 
Program published “Church and Society” 
magazine (Presbyterian Church, USA) of 
the May/June, 2001 issue solely 
focusing on homelessness issue as a 
resource for the whole church.” 

 
Comment from Rev. Phil Tom,  
the current Director of the Presbyterian 
Urban Ministry: 
 
"The Homeless Initiative has lifted up to 
the church the issues of homelessness 
and how they especially impact women 
and children in our communities.  The 
Initiative has also provided excellent 
resources for congregations as they 
learn about and respond to the issues of 
homelessness." 
 
Comment from Rev. John Hobbs, 
Executive Director, Interfaith Council for 
the Homeless, Chicago, IL:  
 
“The Homelessness Initiative of the 
Presbyterian Hunger Program has 

brought a renewed sense of energy and 
urgency to the church around issues of 
homelessness, poverty and hunger. Jean 
has been a tireless advocate for people 
who are homeless, bringing to the 
Homelessness Initiative not only practical 
experience, but imagination and 
love.  Because of the efforts of the 
Homelessness Initiative, hundreds of 
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congregations and organizations have 
been supported in their work with 
individuals and families who are 
homeless.  Interfaith Council for the 
Homeless work with families and 
individuals who are homeless has been 
strengthened by the support received 
through the Presbyterian Hunger 
Program.  Jean has been a faithful 
prophet concerning the needs and causes 
of homelessness.  She has offered 
practical ways in which congregations 
could become involved in alleviating 
homeless within our nations. I am grateful 
for her work.” 

 
Comment from Ms. Martha Bentley, 
(Marty) Congregation Representative of the 
Fairlington Presbyterian Church, for ALIVE 
and a member of Mission Committee:  
 
“From Jean’s visit and hearing that the 
General Assembly is urging all of us as 
individuals and congregations to help the 
homeless was a good shot in the arm for 
us.  As the Congregational Representative 
for ALIVE, for the past few years, I felt my 
voice of pleas to help was becoming stale 
and many thought little about reaching out 
to help.  Hearing it from an "outsider" of 
the importance in helping stirred up a new 
enthusiasm in becoming involved with 
those less fortunate.  God led you to us at 
just the right time!!  

  
Thanks be to God; there are now more 
involved in ALIVE!  We hope,  through the 
Presbyterian Network to End 
Homelessness, to grow in our faith in 
Christ and also demonstrate our faith in 
action.” 
 
 

Comment from Rev. Terry Lynch,  
Executive Director of the Downtown Cluster 
of Congregations, Washington DC  (a non-
profit association of 39 congregations):  
 
”Ms. Kim has served as a "prophet". Her 
speaking has challenged myself, 
churches, and others to see the level of 
need around them and the ways they 

can help. Her efforts are tireless, yet her 
enthusiasm infectious.  Little things can  
become big things. Small steps can turn 
around lives.  Her message is one of 
hope and effort. Her message is a 
beacon for the Presbyterian Church. It 
serves as a lighthouse on a rocky shore. 
We can make it through the storm, but 
the service must be on-going, and 
cannot stop. The ministry of Ms. Kim 
and the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. are 
greatly appreciated.” 

 
Comments from Dr. William Cate, 
former director of the Church Council of Greater 
Seattle and Dr. Janice Cate, one of the 
founders of the Church of Mary Magdalene:   

 
“Since we have known and worked with 
the Rev. Jean Kim she has been 
courageous and persistent in her work 
for human rights.  The opportunity to 
work for the homeless through the 
Initiative of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) and the support they have given 
her has  helped not only the 
Presbyterians around the United States 
but many in our national ecumenical 
church community to become more 
aware of those who live from day to day 
not knowing where they will find shelter 
and food.   Jean is a prophetic voice for 
the homeless and neglected in our 
time.  We thank God for her ministry 
among us.” 

  
Comments from Rev. Paula Parker, 
Executive Director of the Daughters of 
Zelophahed, a transitional housing for homeless 
women and children in Richmond, VA. 

 
“The PCUSA Homelessness initiative has 
provided credibility and validity of the 

 need to address homelessness and its 
related issues. (both within the 
denomination and the public at large). 
 
Networking support for solutions and 
resources. 

 
Financial support from different programs 
within PCUSA e.g. Hunger Program, 
Presbyterian  Women. 
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Publicity/exposure of new and existing 
programs.” 

 
 

Comment from Rev. Dan Fullerton, 
former Hunger Action Enabler of Grace 
Presbytery, Fortworth, Texas.   
              
“The Homeless Initiative encouraged the 
Hunger Action Committee of the Grace 
Presbytery to continue to work on hunger 
and homelessness issues. 
 
I left Grace Presbytery 17 months ago and 
am in Indian Nations Presbytery at FPC, 
Ada, OK.  Jill Acree is a seminary 
graduate member of the congregation who 
is dedicated to working on ending 
homelessness in the Ada area. We 
anticipate eventually opening a shelter 
facility and then provide skills building to 
help people who have the potential make 
a transition into self-sufficiency.   

 
We are also working with the Chickasaw 
Nation, which is headquartered in Ada.  
Many of the homeless in this area are 
native Americans.  My involvement in Ada 
stems from the inspiration the Initiative 
gave me.  Jill  and I wear the purple end 
homelessness t-shirts so ably designed.” 
 
 
Comment from Barbara Pletcher, PWP 
Moderator, Boise Presbytery.  
“The Initiative through Jean Kim's visit to 
Boise, opened our eyes wider and spurred 
us into working harder for the 
Homelessness. “ 
 
 

Comment from Jackie Patterson,  
Hunger Action Enabler, Florida Presbytery   
                                                                                                            
“Did Jean Kim make a difference?  You 
bet she did! You go to the airport to meet 
Jean and here she comes through the 
gate with the famous purple shirt on and 
a  big smile on her face all fired up to 
meet with your people. She not only 
encourages you to do more for the poor 

and hungry, but she pushes and shoves 
you to do more, more and until you are 
her disciples and teaching the story of 
the hungry and poor to all that will 
listen. I've know Jean before she was in 
the Hunger Program and heard a lot of 
her speaking at Presbyterian Women  
Gatherings and now we work together in 
the Hunger Program.” 

 
Comment from Mary Evans,  
former PW Moderator in the Synod of South 
Atlantic, and Issues Chair for the PW in the 
Presbytery of Greater Atlanta.  Current PW Mod 
for St. Andrews Presbyterian Church, in Atlanta, 
GA.   
 
“The Homeless Initiative through Jean 
Kim’s journey throughout the church 
have awakened people to the needs of 
the homeless and to some reasons for 
homelessness. The Initiative has given 
 fresh and extensive ideas about helping 
the homeless. The Initiative, through 
Jean Kim, has encouraged people to see 
homeless persons as children of God 
and offered the example of Jesus in 
dealing with others.  In some areas, the 
Initiative has ignited an effort, in other 
areas, it has informed and made 
aware.”  
 
Comment from Rev. Patrick Hurley, 
Pastor of Westminster Presbyterian Church 
in Pueblo Colorado.   
 
“The Homeless Initiative through Jean 
Kim’s presence and words helped me 
and our church in deciding to become a 
host church in the Pueblo Interfaith 
Hospitality Network.  We and 8 other 
churches now host homeless families for 
a week on a rotating basis.” 

Comment from Rev. Lorraine Stuart, 
Parish Associate, First Presbyterian Church, Bend, 
Oregon.  
 
“Thanks be to God for the Homeless 
Initiative;’ a special ministry God has 
given Jean Kim!  The Initiative, through 
Jean Kim,  raised our awareness of the 
needs of homeless women and how 
Christ's compassion reaches out to all in 
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need these days and helped us identify 
with women, homeless or otherwise, and  
helped us be more aware of homelessness 
in our community.  Our church has joined 
others in the ministry of Bethlehem Inn, 
providing shelter for homeless people 
during the winter months.  The number of 
 homeless persons served in the 
Bethlehem Inn has jumped from 1,985 in 
winter 2001-2002 to 5,435 in winter 
2002-2003. Volunteers staff the 
Bethlehem Inn -- in this past year 3005 
volunteers, including those from our 
congregation, have served.  So you see 
that your ministry with us has had far 
reaching results.” 

 
Comment from Mrs. Kwi Sook Choi, 
Director, Good Samaritans of the East Bay, 
Oakland, CA.  

  
“The Initiative has made tremendous 
contributions to the faith communities' 
awareness of hunger and homeless 
issues and have motivated them to get 
involved in anti-hunger and homelessness 
activities throughout the country. I was 
truly amazed by Jean Kim’s  tireless 
devotion, yet filled with joy, to spread the 
good cause, which was initiated by Jesus 
Christ by saying "You yourselves give 
them something to eat." 
 
Comment from Elder Roger Lee, 
Woodland Park Presbyterian Church, Seattle, WA.  
 
“I have had the honor of serving at 
several levels of our PC(USA).  In her 
book on Homelessness, Jean graciously 
acknowledged our Woodland Park PC 
Session as initiating the long overdue 
overture to the Seattle Presbytery.  

This Overture on homelessness played 
a prophetic role for the General 
Assembly and resulted in the Homeless 
Initiative. 

 
From my vantage point of  work with 
the Presbyterian Foundation, Seattle 
Presbytery, and an elder, I see 
Homeless Initiative as providing 
resources so that the national church & 

presbyteries will not forget the homeless, 
but also use our connectionalism to 
address what at first seems an insoluble 
problem.  By sharing our successes & 
our lessons learned, we see that the 
Holy Spirit works and dwells among us.” 

 
Comments from Ms. Shirley Morrow, 
First Presbyterian Church, Everett, WA.  

 
“Jean Kim’s motion to end homeless 
gave me the courage to go forward and 
push for a feeding program in our church 
here in Everett.  We have been feeding 
twice a month since April and it has 
been a blessing to all of us.  We have 
served full meals because I particularly 
remember Jean saying that we should 
give others what we expect for 
ourselves.  Believe me, it has been a 
dream come true to see this actually 
come to pass in our church.  Thanks 
again for Jean’s inspiration and 
dedication to the lives of all.” 

 
 

WHERE DOES THE INITIATIVE 
GO FROM HERE? 
 
In order to keep the vision of the 
Initiative alive in the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) the Initiative moved 
one step forward by birthing the 
Presbyterian Network to End 
Homelessness under the sponsorship of 
the Presbyterian Hunger Program. In 
other words, the Network found a 
permanent home and doesn’t have to 
move around any more although the 
Initiative felt grateful to be housed 
under two lovely temporary homes.   

 
The Network will officially begin from 
January 2004.  
 
Congregations/ agencies and individuals 
are welcome as members of the Network 
by filling out an application form in the 
back.  
 
They are also invited to the Network’s 
first national conference in Chicago.   
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Information is in the back of this report.  

 
 

WHERE DO I GO FROM HERE? 
This is the question many friends ask.  
 
I will serve as an interim director for the 
Network until June 2004.  
 
Thereafter, I may serve on the Board of 
the Network yet with the work of forming 
a network of Korean congregations.   
 
I would like to respond to speaking 
engagement in a slower pace.  
 
I will update the Jubilee Manual and 
translate it into Korean. 
 
I also want to be available to assist at 
local homeless missions in Seattle where 
I live. 
 
Reflecting upon my past decades of work 
with homeless people and the 6 years of 
my speaking tour, I feel that my job was 
the best one in the whole world!!   
 
The most difficult thing was being my 
own secretary.  I spent thousands of 
hours in front of the computer.  Thanks 
to Rev. Gary Cook, Ms. Angela Park  and 
many other colleagues for being my 
computer consultant and editing my 
writings. 
  
May the love and grace of God be 
with those who will read this 
reflection. 
 
 
 

THE FIRST NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
of the Presbyterian Network to End 
Homelessness will be held at the Fourth 
Presbyterian Church in Chicago on March 1 and 
2, 2004.   
 
The conference is co-hosted by :                 
the Presbytery of Chicago,                          
the Fourth Presbyterian Church, Chicago,  
McCormick Theological Seminary,  

Interfaith Council for the Homeless,  
House of Prayer, Chicago,  
the Presbyterian Hunger Program and  
Presbyterian Urban Ministry. 
 
People may e-mail requests for registration 
materials to dmurad@fourthchurch.org 
or by phone to Rev. David Murad at  
(312)981-3569 

 
ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS 

 
To order the following items, please contact the 
Presbyterian Distribution Services at  1-800-524-
2612 and order by giving the name of the item 
and order numbers:   

 
The book (End Homelessness: Jubilee Manual) 
by Rev. Jean Kim,  
order  #74360-00-309 and  

 
accompanying video  
in ENGLISH, order #74360-00-310,  
in KOREAN, order 74360-01-310 at   
$10.00 each plus shipping and handling.   
 
“End Homelessness” T-Shirts,   
order  #74360-00-311 at  $15.00  and  
 
Sweatshirts, order  #74360-00-312, at $20.00 
plus shipping and handling . 
  
Shirts size in S. M. L. 1X, 2X, 3X.  
  
Those who want Jean Kim’s FINAL 
REFLECTION/REPORT of her 6 speaking 
tour may call (425) 712-1677 or  
visit www.jeankimhome.com 
 
 
Those who contact me, please call or write to: 
Jean Kim, 
6527-200th St. SW. #104.  
Lynnwood, WA. 98036.   
 
Tel: (425) 712-1677.  Cell: (425) 876-5309 
Fax: (425) 673-0265.   
e-mail: jeankim@seanet.com
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Presbyterian Network to End Homelessness 
Membership Form 

 
 

Yes, I want to join the Presbyterian Network to End Homelessness and be 
part of a grassroots network of individuals, congregations and 

organizations who share a common goal of ending homelessness. 
 
By becoming a member of the Network, you join other lay persons and pastors, social service 

professionals and activists who seek to end homelessness through direct service programs, 
local coalition-building and organizing, and public policy advocacy.   

 
Annual Membership Options 

(per calendar year): 
 

Low Income   $  10 
Individual   $  35 
Congregation/Organization $150 

 
 

Please print legibly. 
Return this form with your membership payment to the address below. Thank you! 

 
 
First Name: ____________________________ Last Name: __________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _________________________________  State: __________ ZIP ____________________ 
 
Phone: (          ) ____________________________  Fax: (          ) _________________________ 
 
Email: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Please make checks for membership fees and contributions payable to the Presbyterian Network to 
End Homelessness and mail to this address: 
 
Presbyterian Network to End Homelessness 
3712 N. Broadway, PMB # 309 
Chicago, IL 60613 
800-848-4122 
 

Membership fees and contributions are tax deductible. 
 


